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Perhaps in t0 other country of the world, 
we can finc great variety and numb:r of mem)rials for 
the deal} than in India, “very p.riod of history, every 
region and social groups has contributed new shades of 
belief on death and belief after Je:th which siso fund 
expression in memorisl moniments, “eedless t) say that 
the variety anJ richness of the zexorials need closer 
attention “ni ca’e of scholars from various Jisciplines 
in order to preserve an invalnable source of the study 
snd knowledge of [niian ‘iistory, art, religion &nd 
society, e¢ying it in aind «8 huable attespt is made 
tovards 8 Couprehensive study of bero=stones found Yn 


t+guth India, 


In this thesis I coufine zyself to the 
aemorials erected for those who Jiied heroically for 
sone noble causes. uch memorials erected for the 
heroes, are founi scattered throughout Indis, It is 
especially in the ‘eccan where the concept of the 
hero 15 reflected in innusuerablé viragals (Vira 1 


hero} kal=stone) “ost of the Nero=stones foind In South 


India were raised in memory of heroes who iied in the 


cattle raiding cazpaigns. 


Ts the protection of &ovws snd cattle ves 
not only a great theme in censkrit 11 “eratire, in the 
‘eiigas literature and in folk lore, but also Jed to 
numerous forms of meaorisls in those areas where 
pastroal and nomadic comaunities lived, e.g. in ;ajasthan 
(Govardcana=“kirti stazabhas and paliyas), MHadya Pradesh, 


Maharastra, “arnataka and Andhra eto. 
CAT h ULES 1 


to far the subject has received only casual 
notice from historians who deslt vith society of ancient 
touth India, Thus the subject has not yet been duly 
revieved in its entirety. Though the subject hes been 
dealt by fev seholsrs so far no cosprehensive sttespt 
has been done covering the all aspects relsting to hero 
stones. hri N, Kasthmri hes written s article on Karnes 
taka hero=stones in “.V, Kangaseny Iyengar comseuoration 
volume, In that article he has given only the outline 
study of the subject. However it is very useful in its 


ov Vay 


The seainar Jn hero=stones conducted by the 
State Lepartaent of Archaeology, Teail Nad, quiet sone 
tine baok in Madras, ves slso inforwative one. Most of 
the papers presented in the sesinar vere Niyhlichted only 
about the Teail literature on hero=z:tones, ‘ovever, 8 
fev papers like sose hero=stones in thé Pandyan -ountry 
by Ur. KA. VY hasan and ‘vhhayastavbhas froa Nagar junskonia' 
by thri ~ Sarkar are informative and illusinating The 
former? paper discussed about the distribution pattern of 
hero=stones in Tamil Nadu, while the latter gives about 
memorials raised in honour deceased kings 82d worriors 
during the early cenwriss of the chrirtian ers, The 
Chhayas taabhas raised in memory of the kings and worrlors 
are perhaps the earliest historical evidence found as far 
the “outh India is concerned, thri T. 3. Aravawthan in 
his book “The Portrait Sculptire in touth India gives sone 
interesting general Jesoriptions about hero=z:tones, 6h 
Ve. Yanananalsi has contributed one article on ijero=stones 
40d folk belief in the journal of Taail .t1id1ies, It 
nainly deals with the belief azong the tribals towards 


their deceased heroes, 


&LTELATIAR 9 


It is generally assused that the literature 
of a period is the sirror of conteaporary life and 
society. Main sources of inforsation besiijes the 
epi graphical records, regarding the topic under study 
{is the Tamil literatire sore specifically the fafigaa 
anthologies. Jolkonian, Luramaniry, Akanackv, 
2uracnorukrSabisilai and other teiiges works are studied 
with numsrous reference about hero=stones and its worship 
by the common folk. Apart froa the Cangas antholgies 
Jiirukkura}l, Aiothinai Aiacatikhy;, iiothinsi Ljucakhy 
Lanuokathal, Lerunshokai, Sasioathan, Tiruvarirmanani> 
kkovai are also contain sloborate descriptions about 
Aero=stones. [hus the xaterials available in the literatu 
have been classified and analysed systesstically, 
supplementing the inforsation with corroboratery evidence 


fros other sources such as epigraphy. 


The main sources which supply material for the 
subject fall seinly in two groups. (1) Epiyraphical 


records and (2) the contezporary literature, 


Most of the hero=stone records are found 
in “pizraphi s “arnatica, “pigraphi: Indica and Annual 
“‘eport on pigraphy. The above epigraphical records 
mainly meationed the heroestones found in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh, Only a fev hero=stones pertaining to 
Temil Nadu have been reported, ~ecently hunireds of 
hero=stones have been reported from North Arcot and “ale 
ad Lharmnapuri districts by the “tate Departzent of 
Aro haeclogy, Tanil Nadu, 


The -hengea adukarkal and :‘harmapurl] Kalve= 
ttukal published by the ‘tate -spartxuent of Aro haeology, 
Tamil Nadu are of insense help not only for the thesis 
but slso for the early history ani culture of the orth 
Arcot snd Charmapuri reg'ons, ‘ron the above available 
sources both of »rinary and Secondary comprehensive 


attempt is made in the following pages. 
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The cultural history of Indis opeds vith large 
assemblages of extresely orude stone izplesents of the Eerly 
stone Ages found all over Iniia, right fros the lover basin 
of the ‘aberasti to the lover resches of the Jangs, Unfortu 
nately till nov ve do not get sny skeletal reuains of those 
early amen, cjsilarly no grave or sepulenhral sonusent oP 
sensorial which way be attributed to thes, bes been found in 
india. Itis still doubtfl whether they practised the 
sethod of the disposal of the dead, 


The seae story continued in the Miidle Stone 
Age and {is equally devoid of evidence whatsoever of sortal 
rensins, graves or sesorials, although Imndreds of aiddle 


stone age sites have been discovered in India 


LRVMLTGiLL.PENLOD ' 

The next stage in the evolution of stone age 
is represented by that of eolithic age. uring this 
period san Ceased to be a savage and began to lead « settled 
life, They vere no aore food gatherers, but food producers. 


Their econoay was based on cattle, sheep and goat, ss also 


fishing, hunting and gathering of forest products, 


hegarding the disposal of the dead, the evidence 
on the Heolithic burial is drawn nainly frou excevated sites, 
‘vidence regarding the disposal of the dead in the arly 
Neolithic period is neagre, They buried their dead bodies 
in large urns. The study of the disposal of the dead among 
the Neolithic people vould show that even as early as the 
Neolithic period, there were custons, traditions and beliefs, 
so8¢ of which continued to influence the life of the people 
in later tines also. It seens that the Neolithic people 
believed in life alter death and their material culture also 


revesl the azount of reverence they had tovards their deed, 


During the proto=historic period, as seen in the 
excavations at “ohenjodaro snd Harapps, nunerous jareburials 


and other ty.e of burials vere noticed, At both Mohenjodaro 


and Harappa a class of lerge southed urn hes been brought 
to light containing bones and frequently se variety of besds, 
bangles, terracotta fi ywrines vith ashes and charcoal. 


Numerous steatite seals bearing vith vriting 
and fi gires heave also been brought to light st “oben jadaro 
and :iarappa. In some of the sesls we can Glearly notice 
scenes sich as men fighting vith wild eniwals, viz, tiger, 
lion eto. B.A, Saletore in his study disclose certain Coseon 
features betveen the stone soulpture of “als «illing the 
lion found in Vidnarba temple at Hempi and the Indus seal 
which depicts the Aen fighting vith vild eninals., fie des 
cribes the stone sculpture of ‘8le as follovs., “The fi gure 
of sala is of «s wiscular warrior vith large ear rings end 
traditional bracelets, is left leg seess to be bent tovards 
the rear, while the right leg seeas to be sipported on the 
ground, Ae seess to plunge the dagger right into the south 
of the lion, while vith bis left hand he protects hisself 
with «a shield on the top of whieh the lion has put its right 
pav, The left foreleg is practically on the right aru of 


1. tir John Marshall, oheniadaro.and_Inius_Yallev.Civili> 
Aatian * Vol. I = pp. 80 ff, 


Slay, while the left hind legs rest firaly on the ground, 
The lion tail is raised over its back into a curve, 

kilwost half of the dagger of Sala seea: to have been 
thrust into its vide south”, This representation offords 
strixing resesbalance to the fi gure of Indus valley in the 
folloving respects. “In both ve have as hero facing single 
handed a wild anisal, in both the tail 1s likewise raised, 
and its south vide open, in both the left leg of the hero 
{1s bent; and in both the veapon used is a dagger", * 


It is believed by histirians that the story of 
£als's killing a lion ss merely a story belonging to royal 
femnily, This is not 80. “ost probably E3la vas a historical 
personage who wet his heroic death while killing s l1{0a, 

In order to perpetuate his greatness and heroic act, his 
followers or his relatives aight have set up this stone 
sculpture. It vould be worth seationing here that many 
hero=stones found in South India, records the ceath of aeny 


heroes while fighting with wild eninals like tiger, wild 


pigs ೬ರ (See Plate Nos: ೩.ಪ3ಿಹಿ, ೨3.37 ೬3೮) 
8. LA baletore * Sarnataka’s _Irangocesnic _sontagtis = p.48 


40 AhE 20S of 1931-32; 602 of 1958-59 1 
R. Nagasasy (d.,) Dharaapuri Kalvettukkal = 
THSDA = 22, 2 of 1972 ete. 
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It seens that the conception of « hero arose 
{ros the prevelence of ancestor worship, when the spirit 
of the dead san vas Canonised by his descendents, Tims 
the Vedio period witnessed s resarrable change both in the 
cult of the dead and the sethod of burying the desd, The 
funeral ceremonies (Pitrmedha) and the cult of the deceased 
ancestors (Sraddha) fToraed sa iaportant aid integrsl part 
of the Vedic culture, There are references in the igveda 
to show that mounds were raised over the bones or ashes of 
the dead. The expression Mrunaayas xrhaa (VIl = 89) refers 
to these sounds. There js one vhole chapter (X,18) in the 
»3 gv eda {roa which soae {Gea of the sounds sey be foraed,* 


atacata Lirahaans;, « Vedéc text slso describes sbout funeral 


monuaent erected for the 4ed,* 


Folloving the subsequent periods in India, 
nesorials were erected for various persons for various 
reasons. Ifa persondied as heroio death in battle or 


rendered a great service for noble 08146 Oo? propagate their 


4. 7 Bhattacharye = Iha.GCanona.of.. Indian .Art * p20. 
§, Asko Parpola = South Indian. Secaliths * pp. 303], 
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noble ideals to busenity, vas Gossenorsted by erecting 
aeaorials. For instance = sesoraials vere erected for 
Bddhe who did a great service by preaching Muddnist 
dogaas. “ing Asoks built se nusber of stupas all over 
Indies in honour of Buddhs. vuoh stupas contain the sortal 
renains of juddhs and finally they becane s syabolic buile 
ding representing of the vhole Buddhism and its oreed of 


ಟಂn, * 
BelC PEKLoD 


hana and Arishna are the chief epic heroes who 
have resched the highest possible rank and later they 
becane the sost popular gods of Hincu pantheon, Yet ve 
have no detailed knowledge of the fore which the heroes 
vere honoured and sll that sn be reasonably asserted js 
that the places included {in the groat misber of Tirthas «= 
places of pilgrinage. "he Tirtheyatra Parves of Hahabharat 
enunerates « great sany Tirthas. Some of then vere dedi 
cated to renowned heroes and saints and other local 


celebrities.” 


6. hl Bashss = The. onder _that.vas.indis = p. 365. 


7. tnoyclopaedia on Religion and £thics = Janes liastings( &, 
PPpe 600-660, 
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Megalithic period witnessed a rensarkable changes 
in the cult of the dead and slso {in the construction of 
sepulohral monuments, ‘o0ci9=econosic pattern of the people 
was also coloured by the incozing of the aegelithic culture, 
The study of the weyalithic burials have given us a great 
insi ent into an fuportant land mark {in the cultural history 
of InJia. The aegalithic monusents found scattered s1l1 
over India bear vitness to the amoint of reverence they had 
tovards their ತಕ. * Even grave goods likxe household pots, 
vater Jars, weapons and ornements used by the dead when they 
were alive, vere kept in the graves, It vas probably od 
accouat of the faith of the people in life after death and 
the existence of the other world that they provide the dead 
su0h necessary articles of dsestic use, Itis equally 
interesting to note that some of the monunents have 8s pro 
vision for the entrance 0f the soul to the rave and s0cept 
the offerings sade by the reletives, “uch entrance way 1s 
generally provided oa the eastern s116 0° the grave end 
usually called port hole. “6 jo not have a clesr picture 


of the sannser in which o:ferings vere made to the dead, 


8 BX Jrurajs ‘is0 * 


ISiulA.- p. 256 ff, 
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sueh megalithic burial custons ere elsborately described 
in Ceiigen literature, It is probable that this cult of 
the dead ves transorved in later tises into hero=vorship 


{in the form of stones set up for the dead, 


Daring the subsequent periois war like virte 
ves esteened of «ll glories end the martial deeds of great 
warriors forsed the dainant theme of nany literature, 
“ith prowess in the battle field and s heroic death gloris 
fied as the nighest of all virtues, one result was that 
whoever s0 distinguished himself ves honoured in death end 
iis senory as a hero of the tribe or clan or Cointry per 


pewated by the ereotion of sa senorial stone. 


The custoa of setting up stone slabs vith insorfips 
tions recording their acnievenents and also the fi gure of 
the heroes Goncerned is very 01d in India and can be traced 
to about the se6204 ceatiry after the christian ers, Thus 
“uleswar hero-stone is dated in the iaks yvar 122 1.6. 

200 AD in the reign of the {shatrapa rule? ::udrasens and 


therefore belongs to the end of the second century NE 


9. Lr. Bandharxar Volune = (Fd) BC. Lav = *An 01d hero 
stone of “athivevar and Jjarat" by Hiranende ‘“astri= 
PDs 17378, 


Such tise honourei tradition of honouring the 
heroes by ereoting stone sonusents persisted in large sosle 
1n North Indis, For example, in all wost every part of 
Kathi yavar = (ujarat, near the entry to villages one can 
notice asny hero stones, They are locally knovn as 
‘calira' (derived frou the word pal which seans to protect) 
or ‘Wardians', They were ereoted in mezory of haran ae 
and wosen vho ssorificed their lives while preventing the 
villa;e cattle or to recover thea frox the predatory enenies., 
The nase of the Charan, the date «0d the objeot of the 
aenorisl are inscribed on the Aliya while the rude sculpture 


shovs the aen on horse baok vith sword and spear, 10 


In aeny parts of “aharsstra ve COBG s0r0ss 8 
nuader of ‘iePro=stonus. ‘“ormally they con:ist of two OF 
three panels, The top panel consists 0f a funeral urn and 
a0 attenaent on either side noliing a flywhisk, elov are 
panels representing battle scenes, .uiet s nisbeP of heros 
stones have been reported froa “adhye ”radesh also. Unlike 
the hero=stones found fn “outh Indig, they are in the shape 
of stone pillars, About these stone pillars L.-. viroar 


desoribes as follows #4 


10. boabay Gazetteer = Vole Ii = gt I= 1901 = pp.363<68, 
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“These stone pillars are comsenorating warriors 
xilled in fighting and often representations of foot sen, 
horseaen and elephant riders engaged in battle and of 
rallen warriors vorshipping the Siva linga or enjoying the 
conapany of celestial dansels in heaven, In sone ೦೩೪೬3, 
the persons are represented ss worshipping the ‘ive lings 
jointly with their wives, iaplying thereby that the ladies 
comaitted ati on the funeral pyre of their tmaebsands. 
‘anerally only one face of the pillsr bears such «a repre 
sentation above an inscription, but in some cases all the 
four faces have carvings although only one of the faces 
bears an inscription, Many of the pillars have their head 
fluted ani crowned with a pinnacle”. 11 


Now we shsll turn to the insoriptional side of 
such stone jillars, ne such stone pillar from ‘esal 
village near ‘hivapuri town, dated in 1284 A... records 
that certain Melaysedeva vas died ss the result of fighting 
in connection with a case of cattle lifting at Sesai village, 
rurther the record reveals that his elder and younger vives 
becave judhita 1.¢. _ati. “alayadevs's younger and elder 


sons erected this stone pillar in meuory of na. 


11. ZI. Vol. KXXI = pte VII = July 1956 - p.334. 
13. Ibid = p.295. 
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The custos of setting up of mearial stones 
vas videly practised by the tribals also. :or instenoce, 
Aoru«u tribals in iiadya Pradesh erect meaorial stones vhiceh 
contist of an upright stone vith vague cerviny and s small 
platfora, is to the origina of these tablets Major Jordon 
wri tes, “They appear to sy aind to be connected vith certain 
stone pillars bear scdallions depicting either ren vith 
swords snd snields, men vith bovs and arrows, nen in pairs 
{fignting or men on horse back, without exception all the 
tablets have the <un and the “oon carved at the top". Najor 
uordon asoribes the origin of the ‘oruku neaorial stone 
pillars to certain ancient ‘iindu memoriel tablets and hero 
stones or viragals found in different parts of Iniis end 
points out the siailarity of the carvings on the Koruku 
aenorial tablets with those of iiero=stones and concludes 
that the later Jerived froa the foraer. “ov 1t say also 
be pointed out that the practice of setting up of stone 
aonusents in honour of their deceased neroes is en ancient 
custoa vith some “unda tribes of hots Nagpur and ihasis 


of issn, 


13. fan, 1936. Feb, "iorkru sesorial teblets” = and also see 
- 1936, *s note on forku aesorial tablets” 
Y Sete Hoy, 


14. PT Jrdon = The Khaais * p- 145. 
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The Tottiyuns of the Hadura district in Teail 
Nadu selso erected stone wenorials to their deceased, 
Noreaally they consist of Mae fi qares. 1 The kuruabes 
and Irulas of Nilgris erect aenorials to the deceased heroes. 
Cromleohs found In Nilgris sre said to be the senorials 


raised in honour of fallen heroes {in battle. 15 


9 TH IRE 3 


The origin of hero=ztones in South India 1s 
rather a difficult problea to solve, ‘iovever, a fresh 
atteapt is made hire to trace the origin of hero=stone 
tradi tion with the help of the early Tasil literature and 


society. 


As rightly pointed out by PT, vrinivesa Iyengar 
that “The [anil literary conventions are not sa set of rules 
uaconsciouslly followed by poets of later age. Itis 
believed that the Ancient Tanil literary conventions vere 
the outcose of 01d custoas developed by the envi ronsent 0° 


human life. Literary Conventions especially of the early 


15. fSdgar Thursten = Caste and. Iribes.of.Southarn. India = 
Val. VIT = pp. 1946, 


16, Voie Kasachandre Dikshitar = Qrizin ani. snrsad. of. tha 
dais = p30. 
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periods which existed long before the rise of the much 
later poetry of Tails, were sainly based on the sctual 
Customs and sanners of the people" He further says that 
“In the priaitive stage Tasil bards sang unconsciously and 
tneir poetry was a true mirror of life led by the people 
of those days. So, it is possible that diring the course 
of time, the later poets followed the traditional iaagyery 
of earlier bards and thus these poetic inages becane sere 
literary conventions in later periods. For exanple, in 
earlier days the wealth of the people consisted in cattle 
and frequently qiarrels arose betveen chiefs when they 
st)le each others cattle. Though in later ages othe? ceises 
of war arose, but literary conventions regarded the poet 
to sing of a preliminary cattle lifting ss the invariable 
beginning of hostilities”, 17 


bo, 1t aust bs renesbered that the practice of 
ereoting hero=stones to conaaenoreate the aeath of heroes 
who died 12 battlefield or in cattle-raid or for sose noble 
cause, do not arise suiddenly and some aspects of thea nay 
legitinately be regarded as 00ning from a period older than 


the Sages anthologies themselves. 


17, PT. trinivasa lyenger = 
We ® PPe C56 


It is generslly believed by scholars that the 
s0=0alled <angan literature arose a0 en offshoot of the 
oral literatire of the wegalithic society which flourished 


in the Jeccan in the first aillenntua ರ} 


the material culture of the mezalithic people 
ss rexsins proved beyond doubt that they were in advanced 
stage. “oreover the study of aegalithic burials have 
given us a great insight into an iaportant chapter in Soith 
Indian history which witnecsed «a remarkable change not only 
in the cult of the aead snd the construction of sepulchral 
monuments but also in the so0io=religious and eoonoaic 


patterns of the people. 


rhe archaeological and the sige literary 
evidences have Duen Correlated as far as possible here, 
In this respect ve are more fortunate, probably Jue to the 
faot that while segalithic burial customs vere widely 
practised by the people vhen the Caliges literary works 
vere coaposed. tome of the references say be exeincd 
here by vay of correlating the archaeological snd Tamil 


11 terary evidences. 


18, Burton Stein (Fd) = Sssaya on south lndis = pp.86=87, 


©0 


hee Srinivasan in his study has emply quoted 
{ros the teiges literature to shox thst meny of the negali- 
thic burial custons have been referred ೬೦ First of 411 
Ae. Srinivasan interprets the JolkAonian versed in the 
li;ht of whet we have at present coaeto knov of the 
saterial objects ani oulture revesled by the megalithic 
sonuaents of south India. Acoo"ding to him thet “ato 
means to knov, probably mcant the lying in state for sone 
time, as even nov in practice s0 that all the relstives 
and friends can assezble and do the oerenonisl wailing. 
AAlkil likewise probably, meant the exposure of the body 
to the five elexents of nsture 
irnadai would refer to the cerenonisl was:ing or purifj= 
cation oi the fev picked bones left efter exposure 
“adukal the ereetion of the stone (s«galith) over the 
reasins. [nis was followed by Leruscadai, the grest 
ofteriag, perhaps with cooked rice ‘nd other food and by 


{i1slal, praise or adoration perhaps, vith song and dance. *} 


19. Aerie -rinivasan = "Sone Aspeots of sli gion ss ‘‘evesled 
by “arly Monusents and Literature of the Soith* = 
he Vol, XXXII = Nol = July 
1960 ಈ Do 1344, 


20. Kayei X41«31 nirpadsi nedukal = firttam Cirrappin 
7 "4 oe Peruapadei K ttl. 


Tol Porul : 8. 
21. foi. Srinivasan = Ip.Sit.; PDe Sd, 
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SANTA ALAL : 


Heviatkalai, 8 post Sangam work enumerates 
five swoies of the disposal of the desd prevalent in the 
society, viz, creaation (juduvar), Cast avay OT exposure 
(44uYoL), pit burials (Sodu=kuli Laduongr), underground 
oist burial (tal Yavin agalsnar) and urn burial covered 
“ith a 13d (Tair Sariondr)** 


A bBuraQaniru verse written in praise of the 
Pandya king Yedunjelian also refers to the different modes 


of the disposal of the dead followed by the peple in those 


days viz. the exposure (idyku) cremation (Sudukn) and 
Goaplete inhuaation (Lady kuli-p-podika) 


Kxposure, which vas widely practised by the 
aealithic builders has been vividly described in Puransnur 
It mentions the grave=yards (Sequ) as places where the 
vultures descend on it aany foot paths which cross seach 
other and thes strong billed ceev flies as it likes, where 


the carrion eating jackles abound, and the hordes of demons 


22, Mayi § Ch. 6 11 hes 66-67, 


23, Pures 1 89 1 20], 


£೩ 


with their teeth defiled by carrion, grasp the skeletons 
of the deed and eat the vhite flesh till their mouths reek 
of the odor and where lie strewn fragaents of vhite bones 


and nuserous stones concealed by the overgrovth of jungle. 
YAN EO ALALE : 


UJrneburials are repeadetly sentioned in some 
interesting contexts. In one of the early Sasiigas works 
called ‘jarrinal,' a other, whose deighter had run away 
vith her lover, prays to the ‘poverful lord of ‘sath’ that 
Gannot tare avay ay life so that ay body say be entosed and 


covered in se big dsrk urn © 


There is a another verse in the Padicrnonathy 
whieh describes the cesetery as the plavse ‘vhere lay the 
burial urn thet entosbed the king, vas the vast exposure 
below the Vanni tree. 


The renowned SopperunchBjan vho renounced his 
kingdoa and died by the rite of Jjstakiruttal. After death 


he vas comsemorated by a stone placed over his urn, ಹ್‌ 


94. KR Srinivesen “The Negalithic Hurial and Csirn fields 
of South Indie in the light of Taail Literature and 
Tradi tion “Ancient. india"No 8 = 198 = p.14, 

<5. Sarti~= 271 1 11-18. 

6. Ladirryu : lines 28-43, 


£7. paras: 42), 433. 
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G. Le Harlt in his recent study says that, “During 
the Cuigon Age the society vas divided into two different 
parts. dn the one hand, there vere jlyarntir (Zwnsesn) 
oF ‘high ones' spoken of in the TolkAonian vho vere varriors 
and leaders of society and whose death vas often comesorated 
by memorial stones, o0 the other hand there were ‘lov ones‘ 


(& ಗಆ್ರಿಗ) vho interred their dead in pots. #8 


This viev can not be accepted as ve have seen in 
Narrinai, rrpenodr,5 Urneburial vas accorded both to 


the kings and the commoners alike, 


Cairns are deseribed by the ters, Dirgikal-terrl 
ocouring in Napisekalai. Here it stood for the ‘sounds of 


A 
heaped up stones! in a cemetery at Puhar. 


SEMLAE 1 


Menhirs are one of the najor and important types 


of megalithic complex, They are {ree standing slabs sosetines 


28, Burtain Stain = JpaQit.;, ppeS56=57, 

89. Nattinai * £71. 

30. Pura! 28), 273, 28, 38, 239, 

41 Xe crinivasen = "The “‘egalithie Hrial and Cairn 


fields of touth Indies in the iight of Tasil Literature 
“Ancient Indie" No.2 = 1947 = pe. 
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consist of natural stones of suitable shape dressed or 
roughly bevn and squarred, tapering toverds the top. Sone 
tines engravings on mennirs are knovn, though these are 
usually very rough and aparently of no great significance. ”# 
Menhir deserves special aention here snd played an isportent 
role as it seess to have been served ss the proto=type oP 

the precursor of the later hero stones, lence an attempt 

has been aade to trace o1it the oriyin of erecting hero stone 
fra senhir., They srs repeatedly mentioned in the Sfaiges 
literature. In Jalksonias venhirs are referred to by the 
term ‘Nadykal' seans sa stone planted for the ೩6d. 
found in couth Indie often ranges ss mich as 14 to 16 height 
end 3' t 5° wide end 2' t 3' thickness. It 1s evident 
from the Safiges literature elso that the Nagukals were in 

bu ge size, They are variously described as jedy Nilai Nadukal 
(DED BY BOL W ್ರ Diva ial (3%) Nedurikal 


\ 37 
(nem mEs ) , AMenaniyu also speaks of an elephant 


Menhirs 


38, MC, BMrxitt = QE. Ancestors * pe 146, 


334. 4 .« trinivasan = "tose Asjects of :«ligion as .evealed 
by arly “onusents and Literature of the South” = ppd, 


34. Ae Jwrureja ೧80 = Jha Yegalithio culture. in. South 
lndis * p. 246, 


38. Aa: 8693. 


36. raccorulvenbanalai - iutre 10, Kollu=ll, 
37. Axa = 2697, 
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kioxing a Sadukal, “istae:ing it for a human being. 3 


It is even s61d thet wild dogs were used to teke rest 
under the shedov of Sadukal, These instances make jt 
clear thit Jdukals vere in huge size during the isfigas 
period 


In sone regions lire ‘erala, Mehirs are erected 
over the funerary resains buried underground in urns as st 
bevikulan? end Pikiinal.*} jut at esi (Mysore) the 
excavations below and around thes yielded no funerary Or any 
other reaains send hence L.;, Ihapsr, the excavater, concludes 
that they are cossenorative in 2a%re.** «9 it say be said 
thut aenhirs are Doth funerary and cosmaenorative in nature 


and purpose 


Ome of the “ennhirs found {in south India are not 
planted in grvund but rest on the original ground being 


propped up vith s mass of rubbles as at “ask. #3 It would 


38 Atten “egukal 7lena ttaite 
Kana Yansi Kedivai Va})ukir 
Irunpanai Ithaxksiyin ofiyus .. Akes 365: 4-6, 


39. Nirara Varantha \iraape N1}igei 
Vallayirpich “henn3i Varunthbu pacip pigaddu 


Viluttodsi Merevar Vil1l1l1da Velthor 
Eu tthudai nadukal innijal vathiyua ... Akan 535 8-13, 
40. ie Wrurajs ‘20 * Qn.dite; Pe 838 


41. r.H. Allehin “The ‘tone Ali ents of touthero Hydrabad 
Nan ಇ Vol. $6, Noe 130, pe13 e | 


424 i Thapar - Ancient. Indis No.1, 1957, pp.35=37, 
43. 114, 
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not be out of place here to recall s Pyursnkinury poe in 
this connestion, whioh gives us the interesting information 
that small pieces of stone are gathered and besped up ltke 
a platfors and nagykal ves planted in the centre adorned 
vith wreaths of Maral {lovers and crowned featheres of 
peacock. The nase and fame of the herovs are also said to 


have been {incised on then, + 


fhe moegaliths ground the ‘::anni ‘\.eserve forest in 
Travancore region aceordiny to locsl tradition, are the 
{raves of local heroes who fell in battle. 45 turther, 
excavations of the numerous megalithic Wwirials in South 
India revealed a variety of veapons like spearheads, Javelin, 
lunce, arrov=h-ads, daggers ete, which vere apparently used 


{or offensive purposes. 


Cromlech found in Yilyris is slso called ss 
Yrakallu by ‘urusbas and Imlar, These croulechs are not 


sepulchral but nonuaental stones raised in honour of fallen 


44, cvaraludai Narunki vathuyk al certthi 
Marslvarunthu Thoduttha Seapldk anni yodu 
Apimayig “elisuttip peysr Poritthu 
Ininattanare allua. 

- iran - 264. 


45. TK. Joseph ‘Sarala.iasiatr. Pavers ' Vol. J = 1986-30, 
PPe ರಿಟಎ58, 
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heroes in battles. This is known as £gllikall in coorg. 
in 811 these graves many objects have been unearthed vis, 
sprears, Jjavelins, errov=heeds, knives, siokles, spesr and 


spades both of stone and iron 


From the foregoing accounts it is clear tha$ 
taigas as vell ss post-feligas vorks contain nuserous refer 
ences to megalithic burial oustons, So, in all probablity 
the erestion of heroestone had its origin froa the Megalithie 
burisl 9ustons., 


ಷಿಕ್ಕಿ V He ~asachandra Dis shi tar 4ndite ಛ Pe 30 


«8 


CHAPIES = .111 


INL MIIFLATIAR.ON ANBOS:TOLr 


The teigas literature offers a good scope for 
the study of the cultural activities of the enoient Tanils 
diring the early centuries of the ohristian era, the snciat 
Tamils considered valour ss the greatest of all virtues, 
They looked upon it vith pride to receive wounds in the face 
and chest in the battle field, It vas the faith of the 
ancient Tamils th ¢ death in var was to be preferred to 
natwral dcath by old age ss it ves only the former which 
assured jirgs Yaracs the hesevenly aboie of the heroes, As 
{or those who got killed otherwise in the battlefield vi thout 
receiving vounis on their faces oF bosons, it vas held thet 
they vere covards, venif s ohild died, he too vas oressted 


only after the body was wounded by the sword. 1 


Sven vosen vere heroic in those days, The 


folloving fasous passages of Jkkir “acattiyer revesl the 


i, Pures : . 
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patriotism of vosen in those days of ancient Taail Nadu 
especially others, as 8 personsl devotion to their Gountry, 
eabodying sny asount of sacrifioe and acts of heroisa, The 
vosen of the fighting classes vere sanisated by the sane 
martial spirit vwhioh the soldiers possessed. Ales; bhov 
bold is she the worthy astroa of the warrior tribe", 
ex0lsins a bard, “it was only the day before yesterday thet 
her father cut down an elephaat on the battle field and 
fell bravely fighting vith the foes, and yesterday ber ims 
band routed «a vhole srray 9f elephants and ves slaughtered 
on the sane field, and today, when she heerd the var dru 
che seened to be filled vith joy and gave her only son a 
white cloth to vesr, coabed his hair and putting a lance 
iato his hand, bade his go t the battle fie14”,* (Purea £79). 
The 01d smother with treabling frase and withered arnws Says 
another bard having that her son had fled fros the battle 
f101d svore that she wuld cut off her breasts 1f her son 
received the wound on his baok and arsed vith a sword went 
to the battlefield and finding ssonag the slsein, the aangled 
body of her son, rejoiced more than she did when he vas 
ಶಿಂಣ೧ಳ್ಕ್‌ 


a. hid, 279. 
ತ್ರಿ 878. Poess in rures 72, 73, 148 ets. say also 
ಈ cited as suitable evidences for the Tasilse superb 

sense of heroiss, 
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one remarkable thing ice that the soldiers ere 
said to have individually exhibited great entins! 488, 
Courage and valour in the battle field snd with death 
very ebeerfully. It vas believed, "A good varrior if he 
dediestes his life in battle, vins the approval of his 
patroa lord for heaving helped hix in need, secures the 
praise of all end is considered to have had a victorious 
courage of life. Why then, should one eabrace otheP Courses 
which are not only void of fase, but full of disgrace and 
infaay? After sll life is fleeting? “ere is another diss 
eription of the exhibition of personal heroiss by the soli*= 
ders in the battle=field, "The battlefield that is the 
seenoe of «a thousand acts of slaughter appears to these brave 
youngsters as festival. Full of herois spirit they ars for 
insolating their lives at the slter of friendship, Hence 
they do not aind death in battle, Asarsnhitssrain 
f1ght their feces hit each other, ith the various gestures 
af «8 gemine fighting varrior they fight and fall, After 
all, the fallen fighters to whichever side they belong 
proceed to one and to sane Yira-svares. They have done 
their best and have been true to their salt; while their 
vives on earth mourn over their dead-bodies they hurry on 


to garland the celestial saids {na their heaven*, # 


4, TV, Hehslingaa, South. .lndian Polity = p. 391, 
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Another passage frou Puraneniyu exeellantly 
portray the heroisn of a warrior in the bettle field, “The 
hero vho undeuntedly aade his advance in the sost deterained 
ranks of the eneny's forces, till be case scross the ele 
phants vith their lofty tusks end Killed thes by his ware 
weapons, to sake way for his advancing forces, snd while, 
in doing 80, fell deed by a noble would in his breast, hit 
by the Wak, vas Consiiered to have received the ¢reatest 
honour; and the stone erected on his orensted resains, o° 
vhioh his name and faae vers inscribed as considered fit to 
be worshipped as 30d, in preference to all kinis of vorship 
of deities*,# The honour that the heroes hed in the ancieat 


days is evident {ros the above quotations. 
lbhdek Toi 1 


The berds of the Sarigea literature sede sany 
heroes iamortal emong men. Suoh heroes desired to be 
reseabered in sore tangible vays. The setting up of es 
nagukal vas one suoh mode of resording the glorious deeds 
of the fallen heroes. 1olkaonisn, the earliest extent 


5. Gannath thevar sunning Viledxi 
PU Fen tha Naruppir Kalireprinthu Vijothenak 
Paravis allathu 
Nelluku tthupparsvun Kadavulua ilav®, 


- putas « 338, 
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greassatical treatise in Teail has b:en of great iaportanee 
not only for the stidy of the structure and developaent of 
Tenil g¢resaer but also for the cultural history of the 
ancient Teaails,) It graphically enumerates six different 
steges iovolved in the rial cereaonies connested with 


the ereetiou of Kaqukal to comexorate the death of heroes.® 


The first Xatoi (27: ¥) seans searching for a 
sui table stone to be erected ss «a hero-stone, The second 
stage KG1kD] (Even) neans invitation and fixing up of 


an aspicious tiae to erect the stone, 


The third stage ‘Nirpnadai' (Srv) 4s 


bathing of the stone ceremaoniously. 


Fourth one ‘Jadyukal’ (O&A) is the setting 
up the stone, 


The fifth stage ‘peruabadal’ (JHB usmL ) 
scans celebration and feasting to the erected stone, And 
the final stage ‘Yalital' (27/555) means the praising and 
vorshipping of the stone by singing invocatory songs. 


6. «poi £41x31 niypedei nagukal 
tirttakru Elrreps n gn Velttel = 
(Tol: Porul; 5), 
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But Yechehinarkku=Ini yar coamenting on this 
11st of Tolkappias, taxes esch process to stand really 
for tvo process, distinet fros esoh other, though fn 
siailar natwre. Thus he takes {tai (©n-5) to see 
‘1ooking for «a suitedle stone and also ‘looking at it 
after it has been installed, Tms he enumirates,) On the 
death of the bero, a suitable stone vas sought for and 
chosen vith appropriate ceremonial, brought to the ple6e 
where it was to be set up, vashed vith holy vater, engraved 
with the nese of the hero snd the aohievenents which had 
wrde hia fasous, and then installed vith appropriate cere 
sonies. Then the spirit of the departed hero vas invoked 
to reside in the stone, so that the stone aljht becone a 
deity and this was folloved by grand celebrations. 


Puranporulyenbaaalai assignable to the 9th 
centwry AD, also throvs sose nev light on the sethod of 


the erection of hero=stones. ” It practioslly acoepts the 
sae clsessifiocation of Tolkappias and adds two sore different 
process 1.¢e. Salautai Palicqal (SxAEDTVLHNESsN ) end 
Jlkogduoukndal (Da NBror 1 $5) probably, it mentions here 
what aight bave buen the later developsent by introducing 


7 Parapporulvenbeaslsi = 247, 246, 949, 250, 35), 258, ಔತ 


1.« constructing «a ssall stone house 
and Tlxogdupukudasl 1.6. placing the stone inside the house, 
It svens to point out that the construction of tesple to 


hero stone ves «a later developsent. # 


Next to Jolkannias and urapporujveybanilai, 
vurenaniigu and ikensndizu offer no:t 1Illusinating end 
{interesting sc0ounts on heroestones and their worship by 
the coason folr. “early half a dozen poess supply sany 
interesting information about hero=stones, Host of the 
hePoes tones vere found in the desert regliona (ala ye 


One hero stones vere also found in the villages}? and also 


found 10 the outskirts of the village. 11 


8 It vould not be out of place here to sention that ia 
many hero stones found in Tesil Nadu, ve Can clearly 
notice the sini] like representation, It is hes been 
identified by Asu irishnan ss a shrine raised in 
memory of the dead hero. e further says that “If 
they represent they may be consiiered «as the precursors 
of the later day 7a]}ippadsi tezples erected over the 
reaains or the place of “he desd heroes”, R.Nageseny(Td., ) 
oo pte It may also be pointed out 
here in this coaneetidn that many heroestones found Yn 
Tas1il Hadu sre in Dolmens (‘ee Plate {9 ) 


9. sag 151: 1011; 1791 8-10) 387 1 15-19. 
10. purag 314: 3-4; 320: 1-6. 
11. JhiG = 2809; 1-2 - 2511. 
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As we have slresdy noticed that during those 
days hero=stones were of huge size and they ere variously 
desoribed as Sedu Milei Yadukal (SEDBH moss 18 
೩೧ರೆ Neue (VEEN Senerally people selected 
separate stone and then carved the nuaae snd fase of the 
hero. But in sone cases, they Carved the inage of the 
dಂಂeased hero on the neatwral rook. 1 In the sans literature 
one poes speaks of an elephant kiokxing a hero stone mistaking 
it for a Wsen kei It 1s also ssid that even wild dogs 
were used to take rest unier the ahadov of hero-stone. !7 
Al1 these evidences points out that heroestones vere in 


considerable size during those days, 


Generally the hero=stone vas planted on « rsised 
platfora!® and rexeined under the shade of cloth shead, 1° 
£pear and shield were usually plaoed near 10,80 Perhaps 
these veapons sight have been used in his life or at the 
tise of his death in battle. 


128, xan = 8893. 

130 Ihi4., 859 4 7. 

14, nsleipedukadas = lines 1 394-396, 
15, da: 3431 5, 69: Sg 


16, Jhid., 365. 
17, Ahi. 83 4 8ಎ] 
14. pyran - 864, 


19. mre * 260, 
#0. dm $7, 131 
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Jn the Salaionaduksadas, it is stated that the 


hero=stonaes vere set up only so that the world atght knov 


the heroes greatness. #1} 


It 1s evident froa the nuserous references found 
{in the Saiigas anthologies that the nase and fesse of the 
fallen heroes vere inscribed on the padyksl. Tolrappies 
while diecribing about nadixal does not sention anything 
about vriting on the stone erected in meaory of the dead 


ra ut Luras, Akan, Aideurugipy;, and Salaioadukadie 


clearly attest the presence of vriting on the hero stone, 


ut Ke brinivesan holds that “the tera ejluttu 
in this and other similar contexts (eg. Adgurundigu 386 1 2 
ix em 67:9) perhaps refers to working vith paint and brush on 
the nagukal for no carved or engraved or sculptired speciaens 
are to be see”. but his viev seens to be incorrect because 
the ters Pogitiu (DinPSE ) vhioh occur ina Purar and other 


similar contexts seans insoribed 1.6, the nsas and the faae 


Malai 
81. Pedukeden «: Lines 394-596, 


21a. BRNagesesy (©d.) Leninar.on.lsro-atonss pp. 20, 46, 


+ Aehe srinivasan = ‘£ 


* - ppd, 
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of the fallen hero on the padukal. Further Ares also 
narrates bhov the soldiers sharpened their vespoas on the 
Hadukal snd this resulted in the vearing off the epigraph 
and whea trevellers were desirous of reading about the 
varriors, they hed to get tired by closely looking at the 


legend to read it and often they gave up the atteapt 


ultimately 


£imilarly another poes in Axes also narrates 
how the wr! tings about the dead varriors on the hero stones 
vere constantly ereced by the bullook=csrt wheels and vhen 
the travellers attempted to read, the leyends gave a 
different sesning to thea, Here it «also refers thet chisel 
vas eaployed for writing on the hero=stone. 3 F rou the 
other evidences culled froa the Sadgas literature it is 
also possible by and large that a detailed writing might 
have been written on the hero=stones of the Seige ೩6. 3 


3, ಮ | Maravar Pakali Naitthene 
nuguki ye Peyemuthir negukal 
Peyarpayes, edarsth thSagu Kurylle]utths 
laipuden nOkkal Chellathu asaivuden 
‘paehel vaspalsr Vittanar Kajiyus. = kas = 297. 


34. rope gp cerry perun paruthip 
Pungalai sithaitha Vanyalai cagikey 
ral Kuyinare ASduas Yejuttheu 
Vegusel Vanpalar Verupayss Padukkun, = fxan = 343. 


85. Mapeaver Peyarua Feduan ejuthi = Aken 67: 89, 
Adevar Peyerus Pea ejuthi = Ibid, 131 1 910. 
evar nennilsa' Poritha fennailei = ibid, 178: 1-8, 
tthudai nadukxel = Ibid, 83, 
Uyeri sai Veruguppath Thonriya Peyare Kenai sai yathuve = 
Peyar Marudk gyiser Xesleginshyusoiys ದ ಹ 1 ರ 


nasllarai sara setta kedu lai = 294-396 
Ejutthudai nadukal = Aiokufu = 382. 
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But, s0 far no hero=stone vith or vithout 
inseriptions belonging to faligas period hss been found, 
thou gh inesoriptions dating back to the early centuries of 
the ehristian era have been found, They do not throv any 
11;ht on the bee They are tersed as Deai11 and 
reil=Brahai*? inscriptions by sebolers., 


It 1s possible that a thorough search would 
wrn sueh hero=stones bearing inscriptions dating back 
to early centuries of the ohrstian era, A recent vriter 
holds that some of the Saiges age hero=stones say be 
inseribed vith vriting derived froma the Indus valley 
soript. # but there is no adequate evidence to prove 


nis view, 


25೬ | two rock insoriptions of Nedunoeliyean st 
ei}us near “adursi (00 palevgraphical grounds 
cen be assigned to the second century 50.) and 
another inscription at Pugajlir assignsble to the 
end of the second century AD, ere sous of the 
exasples. See I, Mebhadevacd's = ವ 
* Pp 18M, 


25, RK, Negaseny and others Salvattiral = p.48 ff, 
£7, 1. Mahadeven = HR4it: , D1, 


28. Birton Stein (£4) Lssays on. South India * p.56, 


39 


In sost of the Cases in pures and Akes, the 
hero has set vith his death in the successful attespts 
of cattleraiding caspaigns. In order to perpetuate their 
sesory people erected hero=stones for ಊಂ್‌ Thus puras 
refers to sa hero=stone set up in honour of a verrior who 
resoued the cattle of his village vhen that was been lifted 
avay by the riders, and was killed by the shove? of arrovs 


rained by ene 08.50 


Another poes frou Puren Contains the lesentetion 
of the vidov of « village chieftain who sacrificed his 11fe 
in resciing the cattle that had been lifted eway by raiders. 1 
It seess fros the Axes and Puyas poes that hero-stones vere 
raised only for those who died in the attempt of recaptiring 
the cattle from the e00a109. 5 Pures and Akes while dealing 


89. 860, 361, 263, 264 and 265, 

Stas ' 35,67, 131, 179, 969. 
ಕಾ 86೦, 
“ote this verse brinys out fully the izportance of the 
hePo= stones {ound in Teall Nadu, Sernateka and Andhra 
pp lied ere relate to persons who fall fighting io 


cattle raids, which seea to heave been very comon in 
those days. 


31. Inig- 96), 


ಸಜ ಇಕಿ, @1, 363, 064 snd 266. 
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vith reteitnivai do not sention anything about hiro=stones 


raised 12 honour of the heroes who died in the course of 


capturing the 6೧6೩108’ 


The hero=stones tus rsised in semory of the 
fallen heroes received regilar worship. The hero sto8¢ vas 
thence forward spoken as of baving becone Wrned into stone. 3 
Incence was kept in its presence inclisive of libations of 
arrack und sacrifices of leg reqlar offerings vere 
aade to it st ೩೪ನೇ The fact that hero=stone was considere 
alsoct as “0d 1: revealed in s poen sung by an unknown poet 
wherein «& Pagan js ad¥ised to worship the stone while passing 


by it so thst his vay nay be ¢o0l by czetting shovers.5? 


Further Allir Kenaullaiyer says that the house 
vife will worship the hero=stone $0 thit she say get nev 
gests that will glorify her household life and ber tbusband 
and the king asy «et prIper foes so that their lsnd way be 


ತ್ರಿ 2.369 te, 


km bixan «357 108 ಸಂಕ ಸಿಕ ಟಿ 
34, pyras ! 306; Aa 55. 

38. IRi4329; Ini4d: 35, 

36, In1i4d329; Inid: 269. 

37, hid ಎ 306. 
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captured, Of all the references nothing about hero=stone 
ané {its worship can be aore effective than the words of a 
village heroic woaasn who says that ‘jadashan, 130; 
Patairan «nd JIndivan are the only four castes or races (Kudi) 
and that there are all no Othe? gods to be praised vith 
offerings of paddy unless It be the «tone comsenorating 

the bero vho {ell in battle while opposing the eneny and 


his white tusked elephant” 


Puras also speaks of hero: tones raised in wesory 
of varriors who djed in the cattle raiding cespsigns, but 
also spesk sbout hero=stones rsised in mesory of great kings. 
Avai yar spcaks of a hero=stone raised in rezory of Adiyansn 
who died in se thick battle. Another occasion for the 
ereotion of hero=stones seess to have been the voluntary 
death by starvation of kings and other great men when sone 
irretrievable disgrace or insult befall them, Vapakiruttal 
or self abnegation was one sueh and vas widely practised 
during the Laiges period, Jor instance the “here king 
Peranjoeral Irusporai who fought vith Asrikslean in the 


ತಿಟ್ಠ Aid ೩3ಿಕಿ, 


39, Aid lu 838, 
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battle of Venni snd wes defeated having sustained s found 
on his baex, vith se sense of shase he connitted suicide by 
the rite of Vataxkiruttal +O The case of renowned {Opperun= 
ehSjan vho renounced his kin;dos and died by the rite of 
VeSarkirtal, is another classical exaaple of this Kind, 
After his death nadukal vas planted in his nenory.#! Sini- 
larly {“apilar slso died by vaperkiruttal. 3 This 1s also 
further evidenced fron an inscription of about 10th century 


hee at Tiruxkoy ler. +” 


Ilk MP C.OF, | $ 


Apart frou these literature belonging to the 
“angas period, there are nuasrous references to hero=rtones 
ino later literature also. TM rukkurpal mentions sbost heros 
ston it reveals that “the typical varrior varns his 
enesies froa approaching his leader, saying that seny had 
stood before hia and then stood as stones”, 


409, Ihid* 6s, 

41}, Midi 28 

42. Ini ~- 236, 

43, é&.l.l. Vol. VII * No.863. 
44. Iirikural = 771. 
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BLLALPADIKARAS 


Thou gh Silappadik&ras d1d not mention anything 
about aafukal raised in honour of the deceased heroes, it 
nentions about negukal raised in honour of KepQagi, the 
heroine of Lilappadikaraa It 1s very interesting to note 
here that Ileigvadirel also closely follovs the cermonies 
laid Gown by Tolxappiar while planting nadukal in sesory 
of deeeased heroes. +5 Tus he classify} the ceremonies in 


the following cantos, 


1» Katoi {3thai. 

2. Kalkdl Katha. 

3. Nirppedai K&thai, 
4, Nadukar K&thai. 
8, Vajthak Auth. 


The £ilappadixaras also refers to a teaple 
with an erect stone ss an object of worship, 1.6. Nedud 


Kal ninrs ಇಂ್ಞಂಬೆ್‌ H 


Aiituigai Aianatthu (©. 800 A.D.) refers to the hero-stones 
foand 10 the Flai region“? 


4: Hy ppediiires v, Line 197 
$. ides Mapatt Poea - 35. 
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Aiithipai Elunatin (0.800 AD.) refers to the hero-stones 
insaribed vith the nsae and fase of the dead heroes. #8 
Jicurarir _mssaniikdvai written by Cherassn perusal 
NGyensr roughly belongs to sth century /.D. also sakes 
reference to hero-stone inseribed with the nese of feme 


of the felled hero. ** 


GINTAMA : 


Cintanayi which belong to -irca 900 /.D. gives 
sone interesting information about hero=stones,. ere 
Ariehandan inspire the aray belonging to Katiyanraran vho 
reterived beck from tivakean's attaex, by deseribing the glory 
of heroestones. tie says that if anybody dies in battlefield 
for the sexe of his sate? he vill straightly go to heeven, 
vhere he will be received by heavenly daxsels, People i2 
the earth vill erect hero=stones for hia and the poets also 
sing songs in praise of the deceased hero, Itis very 
interesting to note here that Ariohandan tries to inspire 
courage in warriors sind by pointiag out bero=stones to 


then 80 


48. aiathinai E]upatiu Poea 27, Palaithinsi, 
49, Tiruverdr wussepirkdve!. 
$0. Sintasapi 10 : 20). 


2) 


PEHUNT:IOKAT 9 


Peruathokr ai gives us an elaborate discription 
about hero=stone and its ereotion in grand manner as in 


PLUS ATHAL « 


Perujikathai slso refers to hero=stones in two 


interesting sontexts. 53 


Virechdjiyem a graznmaticel work also refers to 
the hero-stones raised in sesory of the heroes who died 
while recapturing the cattle that ves captured by their 


eneaies. 


LUAAAASA VILLAS AM (6. 17th century AL) 


Another grassatical work written by Vaithiyanatha 


Desikar also Jeseribes elaborately stout hero-s tones. 


81 Perunthokai = Lines 730° NO, 

$8 Perudkethai 11 43: 62-63; 11 46 ; 272, 
83. VirechB]i yan, Porulpedalen = 15, 

54, Ileuxape Vijakkaa 619 i 1118, 
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SAALKLTAN : 


A graunatical treatise vritten by ‘Bai 
Savirayar describes the proaess involved in the erection 


of hero-stone. 58 


f ros the foregoing accounts about hero=stones 
culled out fros various strata of Teall literature, it is 
clear that the custom of setting up of hero=-stones in 
seaory of heroes who bad died or sacrificed their lives 
for noble cause, was videly practised and folloved down 
to sany centuries. 


558, tainSthes roduviyal = 147. 
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LOT ALLSYYES ANU SAIL IBIS ORY TONLE ATH INIA 


ಣ್ಯ A CO y 
LEULONAL SUIVEY 


Herocstones are found alsost in every part of 
India. “e have already wade «a sporadic survey of hero=stones 
found in India, fero=stones are found fairly in good number 
in couth India expecially in “arnataka, Andhra Pradesh and 
[ami lnsdu and to s08e extent in ierela also, Let us nov 
see the distribution of heroestones found in couth India 


in regionslvise. 
&dnS4lAkA t 


Karnataka is «a land of considerable antiquity. 
It nas yielded nany interesting archaeological and historical 
Gata. The excavations at ‘‘rahaagiri and Chandravslli in the 
~hi taldrug district, throv fresh light and this enables 
scholars to assuas thit part of Aarnstaks passed through 
four stages of pre-historic cultires = the lover Paleolithic, 
the siorolithio, the neolithic snd the highly developed iron 
age civilization which roughly connects it vith the ‘“auryan 


and the atavshsna epochs of the later perlois.. 


le ALKA 1949 © py. 100109, 


A 


Karnataxra being the land of several ruling 
fesilies of the Locoan successively for over one thousand 
years froma 0. Sth to the 16th century A.D. contain a rich 
narvest of political, econoaic, religious and cultural 
reains. iowever our sain obje«et 1s about heroestones that 
are {ound scattered throughout the length and breath of 


of Aariiatake 


In early tines, their courage and patriotism are 
reflected in the nunserous ezxaaples of cattleersids in vhioh 
we very often see villagers giving up their lives fin defence 
ot their cattle “ost of their fazilies vere provided vith 
rants of rent free land, These grants vere called as ba] 


galou, kalned, sivene and kodage. * 


It 1s not possible bere to cover the entire heros 
stones available in the state, Our nein sources about hero 
: tones Cone from various reports lire Mysore Archaeological 
xeports, ‘‘pigraphis -arnsti0a and Annual ‘“eports on “pi graphy 
ete. “ost of tbe hero-stones found in the following districts 


Vis. iortheKanara, South=Kanars, iharvar, {Olar, ‘hing8, 


& Lh ice SYsQre. 40d S00rL {roa 10eSri0 11008 = ppel7l, 
178, 
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Chi tradrug, Mandya and ‘iassan districts eto. ‘iovever, 
a large number of hePo=stones have been discovered in 


vharver district. 
A 2 V. PAALEEL $ 


Andhra pradesh, spreading on the east Qoast 
of :outheIndia, from a fev ailes north of <adras and 
Covering the eastern half of the ecdan Platea, is very 
rioh in the remains of ‘arly “ien froa the Paleolithio 
tines onwards, Dring the neolithic and the succeeding 


megalithic tines also, nan flourished in this region. 


“6 do not knov anything ebout the ancient history 
of the people who occupied Andhre pradesh ike its neigh 
bouring state {arnstaka in Andhra pradesh also numerous 
hero=stones heve been reported, Numerous Shhava-staahas 
oF mesorisl coluana have Jisoovered at agar junexonde. 

They throv more light on the history of aeaorial pillers, 
{including hero stones so far as South Indias {is concerned 
Aost of thes are free standing lias stone coluens, They 


vere raised to coanewmorate the desth of kings and queens. 


3, H Carkar, “Chhaye-Stesbhas {ros ‘agar junakonde” 
&SMRAL an _ilsrox-atonss = ppe 93-97, 


00 


At site 153 about five sesorisl pillars raised in sensory 

of the dead soldiers and their ohiefs were noticed, These 
pillar ¢oluans are insoribed, cilptursl representations 
are also seen there. One sich pillar depicts four varriors 
wi th sword or spear and shield {in their hands, These 
seaorial pillsrs or -hhaye=stasbhns are Poughly beng to 

the early centuries of the Christian ers, Thus :ndhre 
pradesh provide us, the perhaps the earliest histri0e) 
evidence for the practice of commesorsting the decessed 
verriors by erecting meuoriel pillars in south India, 
Hundreds of hero=stones have been found ia various districts 
of Andhra pradesh vez -hitoor, i1japir, Nellore, -‘ellary 
Jun too?) Anantapur, furnool, -¢lgwis etc. wuiet e large 
nuaber? of hero=stones Cone froa -hitoor district, particularly 
in Punganir taluk, 


ಸ V- &kA || 


The geojrephical {sol»tion of ‘erals froa the 
rest of the continent caused by the vestern ghats hai 
never denied her the inheritance of 6 Common cultural 
heritage fron her neighbouring regions, *“ynad on the 
hei hts of the vestern hats, formed a geographical end 
©ultural appendage of Mysore, Her history begins as a 
part of Tamil country unier the ancient Ceres epire of 
the Tanil Cadges age. 
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The historical relics of hero-stones discovered 
fron different parts of Serals revesl that the ouylt vas a 
Gosson practice in sesory of beroes as elsewhere in South 
India, owever the hero=stones of had not been so far 
listed and brought out under a systenuatic analysis and s 
coaprehensive swdy by scholars, Ihe wenbe«rs of the 
vepartsent of 'iistory, -ultcut University heave 1 scovered 
a few hero: tones in and around ~ulappalli and other 
places The vulapalli ei hes three portions 
the lover portion represents the fighting between tvo 
warriors with bovs and errovs,) The siddle one shovs probably 
the carrying of the hero by the celestisl dansels to 
peradise. The top portion depiots the seated hero in the 
paradise of ‘ivae The figure of the bull and « devotee 
are depicted in this portion, A fev other hero-stones are 
found at Sheeyasbaa forest, “one bero-stones recovered 
{roa the Attappadi valley south of uymead are displayed in 


6 
the Governaent Archaeological Muses at "rjiohur, 


4, Inforsstion fv by .Fe HM te Narayanan, Professor, 
bepartaent of History, valicut Jniversity, -aliout, 


8, ನov kept in the History Lepartzent Museu, Calicut 
University, 


6, tunday “tandard = Gated 9.4, 1978, 
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¥Froa the foregoing survey it aay be suggested that the 
practice of erecting hero=stones might have been coloured 
by the s0¢ial end political siwation of ‘ersls, Folk 
dances and songs have cose into existence. A nusber of 
‘Teyyens’' or folk gods efter the sewory of the heroes 
1ike “ativanur Veer, Payyaapalli -handu ete, have been 
found out in “slaber, The folx hero ‘ativanur veer OP 
WARS lost his life while he foight sgainst the cattle 
thiefs,. In north Kersls the hero cult hss not only 
produced the “edieval ballads, but also “JeyYag” in which 
the 01d martyrs are honoured once @ year. Thus the hero 


cult has got sa long traiition in ierale. 
Saal. NAL] 9 


In Ianil Sadu also lire Karnataka and Andhrg 
pradesh ve have got a nusber of heroestones, ‘“ovever, 
the sain concentration of hero=stones is in “orth Areot 
and CUhearmapuri iistricts, ew hero=-stones are reported 
from ‘salen, i‘outh /ircot, ~oiabstors, Jhinglepet, Nilgris, 
Trienirappalli, Innelvelli and {enyakusari districts, 60 
far, no hero-stones beve bsen reported fros Madurai, ~exe 
nathapu rea, TanjevuFf and Puddukxottai JSistricts. 


7. LUO KuFupy w 
Serals * pp. 10 8: 
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LOLTL_AbGO » 


Frou tise {inasesorisl, SoPth Arcot district 
has played a noteworthy role i2 the history of South 
Init1a. The history of North Arcot district goes back to 
very remote past. Palseolithic japlesents vere found in 
asny places of the present “hinglepet, which ves the part 
of orth Arcot district till the 17th century, ke have 
such evidences available in orth Arcot proper. Hovever, 
a good nuaber of Heolithic sites sre noticed in this region 
tor instance excavations conducted at Paiyeapallt,* a 
neolithic site, in the Yorth Ar:ot district ruveal interes 
ting details about the esrliest séttl:rs of this regidn, 
Ihe people of this region used large nusber of polished 
stone axes end a sosewhat rudisentary f{laxr:s or blade 
inaplenents, They probably domesticsted cattle like sheep, 
coats «to, Froaa sUdy of stone iuplenents and the pattern 
of settlement of these people, it aay be siggested that they 
vere no sore nomads and leading « better life then the 
Paleolitnic sen, solloving the neolithic piriod, megalithic 
builders cane to the scene and asde revolutionary changes 


not only in the socio=econoaic conditions but also in the 


| M sridget and ~aysond Allchin = 


* PP 161, 163 and SR 
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ult of the dead, “Huserous Megalithic sonusents and 
burisls that are scattered {ia the district bear witness 
to this feet 


uring the early period, there vere DuSerous 
vandering tribes in the ‘‘orth Areot district A fev 
scholars connect those vaniering people vith the hinters 
and anther set of scholars connect thes vith the reansnts 
of an aborginal people known as Iirilar.* ‘ccording t « 
nunnsoript colleeted by “ol, “ackensie, suggests that the 
Xuruabes vere the earlicst settlers of this Sealey 
“4th these fev vords, ve shall nov go throigh the stidy 
of the heroestones found in this region, 


Almost in every part of North Arcot district 
we get a nusber of hero-stones, In “hengas taluk alone 
more than fifty hero=stones have Deed reported by the state 
Lep:rtasnt of Arohaeclogy, [anil yedu. Host of the hero 
stones belong to the Pallava dynesty, Most of the hero 


stone insoriptions found in this region sre in anil 


9, A Stuart = Kenual of North Arcot ‘istrict, Vo], I 
pPe 37S 


10. 1, Sopalan = Zallavas of {inahi = pp. 13, 14, 25, ©7. 


il. t. Nagasaay ('4.) Chengas Nadukkarkal. 
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lengage and Vafpejuth soript. They throv e flood of 
lisht on the so0ial conditions obtaining then {in this 

hilly trast. ov we shall exazine sose of the fiaportant 
hnero=stones ‘ eloaging to the rPallavas, The earliest 
Pallava «ing represented in the hero-stone insoriptions 
found in this region belongto Singevinnavarman (‘iahevishnu) 
Two hero=stones belonging to this king have been reported 
froe KSraiyaru'# nd Haresnganallir™ dated in the 14th 
and 3rd regnal year of ‘iahavishn respectively, The 
foruer records the death of a hero named Vannes Jr Pavan 
wile the latter records the death of s certain {andapamse 
“n3d1 yar's son, The period of ‘ishavishnu's reign has 

hi tnerto been considered as having terainated with the end 
of the 6th century «-.L. int the recent discovery of e« 
hero=stone at arasinganallir sentioned above, it may oov 
be prosuaed that Siah visnnu reigned for atlesst 53 year 
(400. Ce 556589 AL) 


Nearly a dozen hero=stones belonging to 


“Aahendravarsaan I have slso been found {in this ಟ್‌ 


18. JniGd* TELA = 86 of 1971. 
13, IMid = TADA = 30o0f 17. 


4. Ind IN:.A=53,11,77,88,89,6, 6,5,5 
48ot 1971; 35 of 1966. 
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The highest regnal yeer viz, 34, 50, 39 are obtained for 
this king respectively fron rgatteqir, fuga ೩ಗಿಕಿ 

‘ettendir' epiuraphs. 50 frow the ‘3ttanir epi graph it 

may be learnt that Hehendravarman ruled atleast 59 years, 
co it say be presuned for the preseat that he caae to the 
throne by ¢. 5890 A635, So in the light of the high regnsl 
years of these tvo kings, the chronology of the rulers of 


the early vallava dynssty say have to be reconsidered 7 * 


A fev hero=stones belonging to Harasiahavaraan 


18 . 19 _ 80 
Perasesvaraveraan I , Narssiabhaveraan Il, Nandi= 


1, 
82. 3 94 
೪847s, \Pipatungevarnan and <aapavarsan have been 


reported, >eside these rulers, a fev “hG}e rulers lixe 


15. 11d = TiSDAS9 of 1971, 
16. Ibig= TNA S0of 1971, 
17. IMi4d = TNc0A= 35 of 1968, 


178 For the detailed study on the sibjeet “ee chapter VIT 
on political conditions, 


ls, Jbid = T\i0A 66, 69, 36, 27 of 1971, 

19 Ibid = TisiaA« 78 of 1971, 

80. Mid Titiuh= §4, 7,34, 37 of 197.1. 

21. Jnig= INiDA=5l, Hof 1971, A:E 207 of 199-40, 

<೬.  Nagesany (:4) “hengax Nadukarktale Iiv:'A =e 72 of 1971, 
<3. Ack Sleof 1918) Hl IV = Not * ppe ls0=83, 

4. ANE 17l of 1921; Gs of 19:3, 
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| 85 
V1 jayalays, Adi tye ಸ Paranteka 137 haja raja 14 


and Kulownge IIT sre sentioned in «e nusber of heros 


s%೦೧ಿ೪sಿ 


A hero=stone belonging to nsstreklte 
EN dated in the Sth regnal year hss been 
reported {ros Pogalir in wdiyathaa taluxy, nly two 
feiiatory fanilies viz, the Sanga=‘ongenis and the Hapas 
sre referred to VenskSaraisar referred to in the rotti yar, 
PN 8೧ರ ಸaalr”? inscriptions appear to belong 
tw 8 branch of the Hans feaaily, who vere under the service 


of the Psllavas in this region. 


5. A:-ESl of 193536; <euinar on iiero=stones = p17, 
86. A‘E 104 of 1940-4]; ceainar on iero-stones = p15, 


87. chengen Nadukarkal = TNGDA = 29, 45, 78, 81, 12 of 
1971 Aik 68 of 1921. 


೬6 hh Nagasay (1d) LeaiDaZ 00. isr0-if9088 * pels 
19. hig 
30. ArE 14S of 1921, 


31 chengen Nedukarkel = T.6biA 64 of 1971. 
38. Ini =~ MéLA- 59 of 1971. 


18 jpig = Tic0A= 60 of 1971, 
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Thus hero=stones {ros North Areot district 
contribute seny things to the South Indian social and 
politicel history, Further research and explorations 
{0 this district vill reveal sany interesting inforwsetions 
vi th regard to the early history of this locality, 


> es, le] 
LUAGAMATUAL LE ThAET 9 


Adjoining to North Arcot district lies Jharmapuri 
district: Jharmapur! js one of the latest districts to be 
foruaed in 1968, whieh before foraed the part of tale 
district, -birmapuri district is studded vith thick forest 
and sountains. Annual rain fall in this area is very 
neagre. The earliest hasan settlesent perhaps, goes to 
the tise of “eolithic period, Nuuerous Megalithic burials 
have been reported here. The history of this region Sates 
back to the -augas p-riod Charaapuri, under its ancient 
naae Tagadir adjacent to Adi yasankottai formed as one of 
the culturally integral parts of the -heras of the ಗೇ 
period. Adiyesan Nedusan Anj1, the ancient chief of 
Tagadir had patronised Avvaiyar, the fasous poetess of the 
Caigen age. Adiyanan had matrisonial links vith the 
vherasan and Ys credited wvitn s glortous victory against 


the coabined forces of seven Kings. RuranGoure™ refers 


“. rs * 8). 
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t0 the Penai (Pals tres) emblem of Adiyesan flag end of 

Ad1 yasan's expedition on behalf of the over lord Chers 
against Nannan, at his capital Pall, where he Jied along 
with Af Eyinan, a chera feidatory, killed by the general 

of Nennen called Nimijli., Adiyamasn JAied heroically in 

the battle. ‘vvaiyar spuaks about the hero=stone raised 
issenory of iva ihus the prevalent of hsryoestone 
found in this region dates back Tight fron very early period, 
¥ roa the very sone (1.«. -h:raapuri strict) quiet a good 
nuabeP of hero=stones have been reported by the state 
bepartseat of rehaeology, Tuail Ned, riAeVe 8m, 

Prof es:or of the Jepartaent of Ancient History and Archaeology, 
Jni versity of “adres has also brought to notice severel 
hero=stones during the exploretion in this ares, Let us 

nov see s08e of the nero=stones found this region. More 
than hundred heroestones have been reported from this sree 
"6 have hePo=stone epigraphs right fros the 6th century A, 
Host of the hero=stones belong to the Pallavas, Chess, 
noysalas, iangas, ‘‘olambss and Vi jayansgara. ip:rt froe 
these dynasties, there are Nuserous hero=stones belonging 


to unaknovn rulers, appaabadi (Irulappatti) hero-stone® 


35. Jnl - 893, 
36, HH Nagasay (Fd) Jnaraa;uri Salvettukeal = TNCDA = 
62 of 19 
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in Harur taluy is considered to be the earliest one 

written ina Veaitejuthu characters. It records the desth 

ot tvo soldiers in « fight, tew hero=stones sassineble 

to the Pallavsa rule:s like stahavishnu, Aahendravarn en 
st iareslabaverae and hives have been 
reported, Two hero=stones dated in the l¥th and 20th regnal 
year of “ajendra “hola I heave been reported frou enact * 
in iiarur taluk and torehodahalli** {in the sane taluk 
respectively. The latter hero=stone 1s found in se dolsen, 
[his shovs that the practice Jf erecting dolsens for those 
who met heroic deatb continued till very late period, 
\imilar type of doSzenoid hero-stones are reported frou 

a nusber of places (:ee plste Nos.i5.'7. 3b) rev hero-stones 


2 
of \edadhira je Aulottinga 14 ೩ndೆ ::*s]9ndಿrs 1115 also 


{ ound, 


37 Ib1d = INSDA1, Sof 19724 1, 2, 3 of 1973 
164 of 1974, 


35 Jnid= INiSh=3, 80,2, Sof 197%, 76, 77, 82 of 1974. 
39. jhid*= T71of 19H, 

40. ibid 67 and 65of 19%. 

4}. ibid -uof 1973. 

48. Jhid*=- 139 of 19M, 

43. Lharmsyuri Nadukarkal (Japublished) TN:uA ec of 1975, 
44. id= 8 of 197 | 


45. miGee#6ot 197. 
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HOYSALAS : 
Very few hero=-stones of the ‘ioysalsas have 
beea reported, A hero=stone dated in the 53rd regnal 


year of Virarswanathan has been found at KadathdrS 


in 

aarur taluk, It isa dolaenoid hero=stone. The inscri= 
ptions states that a certain Anpillai ’erunal died after 
“illing a tiger. Ihe sculpture depicts the hero fighting 


vith the tiger (:ee Plate No. 3b ) 
ALS iAR $ 


miet afew hero=-stones assinable to “‘ripuru= 
shavarmer have been reported at verlous places like 


_ § ಅ F ಷಿಲ್ರ 
iitendis, chtantdkippes * ೩ಗಿರೆ ೨ರಕೆಬpp tt. 
TOLAMBAS $s 


‘even hero-stones belonging to the Yoleamba 


“ings Vira ;018mba 5? ‘olagba Virs nBjan®} and Aiyappa= 


58 
devan have been found at various places. 


46, “hen the author visited this area he found the 
inscription only oa the left inner side of the 
dolsen. v~ontrae, Dharzapuri ~alvettixsl, 10 0f 197. 


ಷಡ್ಡ hid - 18 of 197. 

49. NER 11 and 212 of 1910, 

80, Dharaspuri ~\alvettutal = TNiDA = # and 1S of 1978; 
78 of 19. 

$3, Aid = 6 0f 1978, 


62 


YI ALANAGALA : 

uuly two hero=stones belonging to this dynasty 
have been reported froa AMandur™ in ittantarai taluk and 
another one from Maniyambedi in riarur taluk. Fev Sana 
rulers have also been aentjoned in some epigraphs. Apart 


froa these, there is a large nusber of hero=stones 


belonging to uaknown rulers, 


Ths Ubaeraapuri district is suvidded vith a 
lerge number of hero=stones assignable to various kings 
of different dynasties, Further extensive exploration 
in the forest region especially in Pennagaraa region, will 
yield sany Yoteresting inforsation vithregard to the early 
nistory of CUharuapuri district 


ML INT 


This is one of the region where nev stone age 
san and his successors flourished and left behind then 
rich rewmsins, cobert bruce rote reported very large and 
rich iron age graves on the vestern side of the .hevroy 
Hills and has aentioned the site of “il “iondanbadi at the 


Shevroys as very rich in the rensins of this ೩0. 


83. 1nd -9eof 1972. | 
84. AB. Foote, Laqats Solleation. of. Prehistorr. and. Prato 


= pp. 6162, 
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A recent discovery of a Teall Brahai inscription from 
Cualur taluk, testifies the antiquity of the region. 5 
(alenm districts has not been systeznstically surveyed so 
far, though they sust be ricoh vith hero=stones, as the 
neighbouring regions like Dharnapuri and “orth Arcot have 
yielded rich rezsins of hero=stones. owever, a fev 
neroestonus have been reported froma this ares, Ivo heros 
stones at Hruchengodu dated Sin the 6th and 10th year 
of ~undarapandys have been reported. Another heroes tone 
from Be NS states that this heroestone vas ¢ot 
engraved by se certain Vira = Kavundan in aesory of the 
death ia battle of his father /vuiai=Savungan, son of 
veriya Kavundea, a Vegfuva of iupnaffir, Yet another 
hero=stone fros <eruvantturat®™ ia AtUir taluk ives an 
interesting information, It records the death of « hero 
while he vas fighting vith s bull, The soulpture depicts 
the hero's fight vith as bull, 


Very feu nuaber of hero=stones were noticed 


61 


59 
in ch4nglepet a೧ಿರೆ ಓಂಬtಗ reat 5 voiabatore nd 


58, P. Venkstaraa "Teail=rahai Inacriptions found in 
Salea Mistrict”* « Tne ‘!indu dated 19.1.1979. 


86, ASE G9 end 295 of 1960-6). 

57 ind = Blof 1927=2u, 

ದಿಶ್ಠ ong = Feb, 1976 = pe38ಿ. 

89. AKESS Of 1947-48; 138 of 194-44; Thinsnani, July 29, 
19786, 

60. AKES3ST7 of 1909; 105 of 16-47, 


61. i Nagaseay (£4) Seainaz an .laro-stonss * pp. 82-86, 
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and Nilgris# 


teanivaykk%l, near Lalgudi in Triohirappalli district 


districts, Only one hero=stone fron 


has been reported, Ihe hero=stone bearing f1 gure of a 
brahaen being pierced by an arrow n«ar the neck, sentions 
the death of «a hero fighting in a raid b/ a Bana ohieftain 
with the c@vana horses causing the destruction of « athe 
in the clst regnal year of ‘iandivaraan, ‘who obtained the 
kingdos defeating (his enemies) at Tellayu’. 


There are nine hero=s:tones witb inscriptions 
vith soulpture were noticed near Tyavolengal in “0vils 
patti taluk of Tnnelvelly district, The epigraphs record 
the series of conflicts betveen “irunelveli Peruasl and his 
cnteftain Yengalaraja. “any “arava soliiers lost their 
lives after piercing their eneaies horse. Another heros 
stone fros tral in <rivaikuntam taluk written in Vajteluthu 


characters records the death of a hero in a war, 


Ivo hero=stones bearing Va:yeluthu inscriptions 
datable to the #th century Au. have been reported fron 
V4 lina in Kalkulas taluk of Aanyakrunari district, One 
62. Lan 196364 = p71, 
63, <lel. No, $6; 144 of 1928-29, 
64, ARE 300-308 of 1940-41], 
65, Ihid=371of 1959-60, 
66. Inid = 471) and472of 1958-859, 
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of the dated in the 27th year of Maranjadsi= 
Yan, resords thst when the “hers forces attacked Karai= 
kxoi$ei = Tedas = Peruntinai, a Ulvitt sevaks, Nagekirt 
of Peruzir {in £ojuvir = “Grras died, 5o far no hero= 
stones have been reported fros “adurai, ‘‘asanithapuran, 


Tanjawir and rudukkottsi districts, 


Fros the foregoing sirvey of hero=stones it 
appears that they have a high concentration in the north 
vestern portions of Tamil “adu, 1.6. in the distri~ts of 
Aorthe Arcot and vharzapur'! s1etriets 5 Tae recent diss 
covery of nundr-is of heroectones by the Departaent of 
Archaeslogy, Jamilnedu have strengthened this point. The 
reason Tor the greater availability of hero=stones in 
“Orth Arcot snd Charmapuri districts is very JAifficult to 
explain, It is velleknowa that -harnsapuri with extremely 
hilly western part for2ed the route of invasion of the 
sarnataka chieftains, more especially the Nolazbas, Banas 
and ಎengsas. :requent cattle=raids and border disputes were 


the cosaon oceurrence in the region in those days. 


67, Ibid ~-471 of 1988-859, 


6ಕಠ ಸ naman, "cose Jero=stones in Pandyan Contry” 
SQRADAL.20._\isro-stones 


= Pp, 81. 
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As said earlier that in Kernatata large nuuber 
of bero-stones are found, Their social custos aight 
influenced the people of this locality to erect heros 
stones. Secondly most of the hero=stones in “orth Arcot 
and Lharsapuri SE Yh 8 in honour of heroes who 
died in cattle reids, Such instances prove that cattle 
perhaps the only fora of wealth of the people in this 
region during this p:riod and 1t had therefore proved to 
be the bone of contention betveen the resicents of various 
villages. It is also s vell=known fact thit cattle lifting 
has been «a sar«ed feature of hilly tracts and sountain 
regions all over india and elsewhere, Thirdly ‘engas 
literatu:e attest the presence of bero=stones in this region, 
For instance, the famous “ages poetess Avvaiyar speaks 
about the hero=stone raised in sezsory of Adiyasan, the 
cnieftain of Tagaduir, Malaipedukadss also refers to the 
hero=stones found in the hilly traot belong to Yannen * 
the chieftain of this region. Naccinarkxinniar in his 
Gomsentary on Kalaipadikadse aentions pZalkunra Sottathy 
vhsnsanaattn YA Sannan.* vhen ganna, just referred vas 
probably the modern -hengas in North Arcot district, IJ¢ 
is very interesting to note that in the very zone hundreds 
of hero=-stones have been reported recently by the state 
Lepartuent of Archaeology, Tail Nedu, 


69. , hajasanikes = Pattucattu _Araicghi (Taal) p.127, 
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MALOL IYBLLOL UO IOLES 1 


A Qoaprehensive survey of the Jistriudtion of 
hero= stones in South India has been sade in the previous 
pages. Let us nov see sose of the major types of hero 
stones. ke can broadly classify the hero=stones into 


three types as follows, 


le 


This type of hero-ctones are scarcely found 
{in touth India, particularly in Tail Nadi, Mlysa fev 
such specti:.ens have been reported, In this case only 
inscriptions relating to the deceased heroe's exploits 
and achievezents have been found, They are coapletely 
devoid of any soulp tural representation of the dead heroes, 
Suoh type of hero=stones are reported froa Hanusanthapuren”? 
in ialea istrict end the another at hinddtuppes” in 


Sarur taluk of .barmapuri “istrict, 


1%. KI. Vol, VII = pp. 25, 


7. h Nagasasy (Ed) Lharaauuri .ialvatsukal = TNSDA 
17 of 1973. 
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ua the contrast to the above sentioned type 
of hero=:tones, ve have quiet s good nuaber of bero=stones 
bearing only vith seulptural representations. For 
instance sany hero=stones depict heroe's hlding bov and 
arrov or vith sword and dagger in their hands. S“osetives 


they depict heroe's fighting vith wild anixals like tiger 


pias eto. 


Ill. jk 


This type of hero=stones are found scattered 
throu ghout vouth India, ihey give sany inforsation 
regarding the nase of the hero snd also under what cireun 
«tances the hero set vith his death eto. S5eside the 
iascriptions a0 :lptural representations of the deceased 


neroes are also found, (cee plate Nos, 21-35) 


JOvever, a further attempt 1s also asde in the 
succeeding pages on the typology of herosstones on the basis 


of the purposes or ceises for the erection of heroestones in 


78, The euthor during the field work has discovered such 
hero=stones at sany villages like Maniyssbadi, 5onmidt, 
bairnathes, Kotterinedu in Hearur taluk of Dharsapurt 
Matriet, (Secs pate Nes (6,8 1% go.38) 
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touth Indies. It hes been said earlier that diring the 
taigen period, sost of the hero=stones were rsised for 
those who died in the cattle=raid caspsigns. ut the 
©pi araphical records shows that hero=:tonses were raised 
for various reasons and causes, Let us nov see sonme of 


the exsasples. 


BOSTON SALCEDO IS ABIL HAE adv CIEL IN_CATILE- 
calulNG 1 


As ve have elready learnt froa feiges literature 
that most of the hero-stones vere raised for those who 
d1ed in the attespt of cattle raiding “any hero=stone 
inscriptions also record the desth of heroes while captiring 
or recapturing the cattle from the enenies, Teras = like 
Tom konds Datu 8nd rl ait Pot in hero=stone 
inscriptions clearly show thet hov and when the particular 
hero set with his death, The forner refers to the ccas'on 
vhen the hero ca, tured the cattle fros the enexies and the 
latter refers to the occasion when the hero recaptured the 


cattle th:t vas lost to enenies. tuech act of cattle «= 


78. Purana 260, 26], 262, 264, 265 eto. 
Aken = 13], 67, 176) 269 eto. 


KH. LUharuapuri ~alvettuskal id, ;, Nagaseny = TNSDA 
74, s2 of 10M, #2 of 19M, 4 of 1972, l6 of 1973 eto, 


85, Ibid e 14 ಸ 2, 40of 1972; 5, 7A 0f 1973, 
75 of 19 
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raiding vas not confined to Tasil Nadu alone, In Kar 
nataks end Andhre -radesh ve «et numerous heroestones 
regarding the Jeath of heroes in cattle-ra1d. Instances 


are found in North India, 


4A statistical snsalysis shows that nearly 525 
of the hero=stones found in Tamil Nadu records the death 
of heroes {in cattle-rsid, It clearly shovs the 1: portance 
of the csttle wealth snd this proved to be the bone of 


contention anong the people in thoce days, 


K 


Hero stones vere also reised for those vho 
d1ed vhile encountering vith wild aninsls like tiger. 
tuch hero: tones have been reported froa North Arcot 
and Uhsraspuri districts of Tamil Nadu, ror instance @ 
hero stone fros jeu thudr™ in North Arcot district 
dated duriag the Srd year of ‘;arsimhavaraan records the 
death of «a hero and also aentions about the hero=stone 


raised o0 the spot vhere his sartyrdeam took place, 


76, E175, 197, 198, 201, 20 of 1931-52; 166 of 193-34; 
445 of 194041 et, 


77, Boabay SJasetteer Vo], IX = vart IT = pp 263-65, 
Hele Vol. XAXXI * Part VII = July 1986 «= p39, 


78. ror a detailed study the isportance of cattle= | 
raid see the Appendix No.l. 


79. KI Vol, IVe No 52D, 
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Ano ther hero=stone frou Gttakck ald in Chengea 


taluk of North Arcot district records the death of a 


hero nzsed Vinrervafigan while fighting vith as tiger. The 


seulpture found therein depicts the heroic fight of the 


hero vith a tiger, 


81 
Yet another hero=stone fron “ani yebady 


village in Sharmapuri district depicts the hero=f1 ghting 


vith a tiger, The hero is shown as piercing the tiger 


with a sword, Beside this soulptire s few cattle repre 


senting bulls or covs are also shown and tims inijicating 


that vhile the hero saving his cattle from the tiger he 


vas «illed in tht atteapt (cee Plake No. 38 ) Siajler 


type of hePro-stones are also reported fron Kadathur, 


ತಪ +. ಬ 
ae and Ananthur in -hsrmapuri district, 


ತಿ 
Varahs in “Airekerur taluk of “harvar ijistrict and Varahe 


ಚಠೆ 


in ‘iiirexerur talk of .hsrvar Jistrict and ‘duru in 


pufiganlir taluk of “hitoor district of Andhra Pradesh, 


K. Nagasaay (1d) “hengas Neduikarkkal = TituA = 
39 of 1971. 


*resh discovery 2ade by the withor, 

R.Nagasaey (Ed) Uharmapiri Selvettukrkal=eTNiDA=l0O of 1973, 
1hid =< TNSOA = 14 of 19753, 

Ihid * TASDA =e ll of 1973, 

AnE 602 of 195489, 


Lhid - $8058 of 1951 


72 


Sone hero-stones record the death of heroes 
while fighting with wild Pigs, Wild pigs are very 
ferocious in nature and they Geuse iumence demage for 
cultivated crops like ground nuts paddy ete. Such type 
CY <i 
venkatapuraa™ in Dnaraapuri district of Teail Sedu 


of hero=stones are reported froa heddiyir, 


(ieee Plate No 2೨) 


Hero=stones vere also rsised in wesory of 
persons vho lost their lives while saving vwonen folk 
froa mol-station, Thus a hero=stone frou cheng in 
Jorth Areot district records thit “avarai Mayilesti Kesben 


died in the course of saving sone vosen fron molestation, 


Aiother iasoription belonging to the tine of 
Aaspavarsan froa T, veldr* in the sase taluk records 
that certain Kaliaan, a resident of Mikongai n8du died, 


after rescuing his elder brother's daignter fron robbers. 


87, i Nagasasy (Ud) Dhérmapuri {alvettukal = TNSDA 
856 of 1972. 


ಆತ್ಮ 11 
49. ceainsar oa Hero=stones = p12. 
90. ANE 66 of 1953-34, 
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1 in 


Again another bero=stone fros Navalai® 
Harur taluk of Uharaapuri district in fennada langage 
and character dated in the 19th regnal year of Vira 
~0lamba, reco ds the death of certain rire son of 
“uli yanna, while defending sone vwonen, vhen they vere 
stripped of their dress 1.6. whea their modesty vas about 
to be outraged. / hero=stone fron Karnataka 
records the Jeath of « hero in an attespt to rescue @ vonan 
froa the hanis Jf robbers, It also says that provisions 
vere slso made for the offering of food ani flower service 


to the hero=stones. 


Another interesting hero=stone cones fron 
aikaldr” in MHruvalldr taluk of -hinglepet Sistrict, 
It records th:t “aliviriya=utharaiyan, a valluvan of 
“ey aluir lost his life while fighting against thieves 
(nallar) on behalf of the “erumakkal of the village, vho 
nasde « grant of lani ss Kalippagti to his son, The stone 


conateins the sculpture of the warrior, 


Yet another heroestone froa 58061 ಗಃ" records 
the death of a hero naa:d \atiyan pillat! vho fought heroicelly 
a¢anist the highway robbers and killed by then, 


91. AnE 196669 * Introduction = p.9, 
92. AtHMANL oe 1926 « p58, 
9೩, Ahi 84 of 1947 


$4. IhiGg-12of 1934. 
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HePo=stones vere also raised for those vho died 
for certain religious causes or for certain vovs., Nevagan- 
daa and tieed oifering are sone of the instances for the 
ereetion of bePoestones., Thus hero inseriptlon near 
tiruttani® dated in the 20th yesr of Xavpaversan, records 
s ¢ift of land made by the Jrar of Tiruvanalir to Pattai 
Potgan for the pious act of cutting off flesh fros nine 
parts of nis body and finally his head ss an offering to 
the ¢oidess Durga, The hero is portrayed «5 holding his 
severed head by the tuft in his left hand, while the right 


hand grasps a s¥0rtರೆ. 


There is aon jnteresting hero=stone frou Karuvan 
thar ia Attr taluk of -alea istrict records the death 
of a hero in as bull=fi ght, She soilpture depicts the hero 
fighting vith a stout bull by Nolding its horns, This 
practice of fighting vith bull recalls the age old custon 
of the ancient Tasil so’eity, In the pastoral areas known 


as ullai, the practice of “ru Vidutal or $ru_ taluvidal or 


bullef1 ghting vas prevalent diring the Ceigas ge. 


95. IiGq = 1937-28 = Part II, Para 81. 


96 Kong * ಇಲ್ಲಿ 1976 bes pe3ತಿ 


7೨ 


This prectice consisted in organising a cospetition in 
which the participants vere to exhibit their ‘hysical 
provess by capturing the bull for the i 


Hero- stones vere not only raised for huaan 
beings but skéd for anisals like Dogs. In those days 
dogs vere used for hunting and watching purposes, Dogs 
vere also ewployed for guarding herds. Let us now see 
sone of the exszple of the memorials raised in aeeory of 


ಡಿಂgತಿ 


A hero=stone fron sdaththendr” in -henges 
taluk of orth Arcot district records the herdic act of 
a dog called <Sviven while savin; the cattle froa the 
enemies along vith his master, In this attezpt his waster 
had died, but still the dog vas fighting back with his 


eneumies. (ieee Plate No. 2) 


99 strict 


Yet another record froa Anan’apir 
records thst Holaabadhirseja erected a stone momisent in 
&es0ry of his favourite dog called unga vhich hunted a 


boar and died heroically in the fight, 


97. Parapporul Yenbasslai 347, irukol = iru = taluvudal 
Tol, Porul * 83 comaentry, 


95 1 Sagesaay (ed) Chengaz “adukkarkal=TN:. A=59 of 1971, 
99, ANE 755 of 1916. 


76 


another classic exasple coues from Ateklr 


where s stone teblet bears the representation of «a hound 


end a boar f1 ehting 0, Me inseription found therein 


records the raat of land to thst stone and condludes 
that, "if the Gorars vho sanages the grant of land should 
fail to do worshi; to that stone, he shall inour the 
€1lit of the sin comaaitted by the hound”, ಭಷ 

From the above instances it is clear that 
hero=s tones were raised in order to perpeuvate the 
memory 07 those who gave up their lives for sose good 
cause Any person or beast who have done meritorious oP 
heroic aot received a rest honour and this reflected 


in the nuserous hero=: tones found scattered all over 


tou th India 


100. Fle Vole VI = 80 and plate fecing that page. 


101. Jhi4d - p56. 
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CHAPPTEN e V. 


HEkO &STONTS AND THEIR CONTENTS 


j WAR KONG AND MTLTFaAY KRAPORNK 


Military scenes seulptured in the bero=stones 
are equslly iaportant to the suidents of Hindu ~ilitary 
science who are interested in the history of ancient veapons.} 
by the swdy of the hero-stones saulptures, the sethod, 
techoiques, various type of var veapons, Jresses ete, which 
were actually current in warfare in those days can be knovn. ® 
It will be seen thit many weapons of more ancient days such 
as the bow, the arrovs and the battle axes sre depicted in 
the sculptures. A rich variety of shields of different sizes 
has also been depicted, It is evident that bows and s°rovs 


vere profusely used in the battlefield, 


1. For the references of these weapons in ancient literatire 
see Vi :.anachendrea Dikshitar's 3 


Chapter I1T, Pe Chekrevarti's reread 
a Pe 108. 


2. The veapons depicted in the seulptires are varied, But 
.uafor tunately, saay of the ‘instences su’‘'fer rough 
representation Their rough representetion sosetines 
metre it very difficult to sassertain the precise shape 
of the weapons. 
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SARS SC EG AN LRLAURS 0 


Usually fighting took place betveen soldiers 
and soldiers, elephants and elephants and horses and horses, 
Hand to hand fight with swords asong the soldiers seex to 
have beea cosson in those days. It could be seen frou the 
hero=s tones that the foot soldiers wore s flat helaet hanging 
down the ears on both sides, Their body vas protected by 
steel arsour, covering tbe arxs snc descending vell sbove 
the knee. Their shields were round, and had rings in the 
inside to be fixed on the fore ಬ್ದ? 


Cavalry played an important role in those days. 
It is very interssting to know that the steeds were provided 
with saddle send reins and their wulnarable parts like the 
neck and the loins, were covered by protective straps, A 
hero=stone at Bid1i shovs thet some of the horses vere pro 
tected by se steel srmour, The coat of mail Jecended ri ght 
up to the knees of the horse, and the rider put his leg 
under this covering, His chest vas covered by steel plate 


and vhile his head vas vith a flat helset., The head of the 


3, M Moraes = {he _{adazha. ula = pe 280. 
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horse vas also vell protested against javelin thrusts by 
plates o{ steel, :aoh horse aan Carry a lanos, dagger end 


e svord. * 


An interesting hero=stone found at Guireasamdre, 
vhallak ere taluk, vhitaldroog district of Aarnetaks state, 
dated in 1403 AD. records that se certain “ehansyakacsryae 
having a mind to see a fight vith left foot advenoed and 
right foot in the tGabrini fashion (Yedads Kala 050i balads 
kala _ssakrsni ranavs kapdu_Ba0a_sandus), and that Chennepe, 


son of Aaneya Hayate, having fou:ht vith Palasansniqi sands 
uova in the battle of Nagerjunakopye, died, and that several 


persons set up this Yirkkal in the 2emory of the dead warrior, 


This mode of warfare referred to here in the phrase seens 
to have been unusual one ani as such aprears to have excited 


considerable eadairation, According to B.A. Saletore that 


the tera Sgabrani ana Befers to a particular node of fightin 


which is also further evidenced by s set of beautiful carvingi 


of warriors fighting in this fashion which are preserved in 


the ciydrabad seus, 


4. ind = Hevri iero=stong., f' Niwas wpoet 260 
ಹಿ Ke Ce Vol, ) $1 - GA ew ಷಿ Pe 104, 


6. 1A Saletore, Aarnatiaka's Tens: 008s0i9._Coniacta - p61, 
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Another Hero-stone st nerrelige,' Arsiu ere taluk 
of Kassen district of Xarnataka 1s of great interest «s ‘ts 
soulp tures sees to illustrate the seaning of the “annada 
expression bisuceys Sslanagi vhich seans the hovdsh becasue 
the battlefield, This hero=stone js also very Yaportant 
as it throvs sae light on the erroneous interpretation of 
the ters ‘hipiczeva kalansigi' which occurs {in the sipplesentery 
inscription on the takir stone of 950 A. n# The inscription 
records the grant of the Lanavase 12,000 and some einor 
districts to the vestern ange prince ‘tugs IT by the 
nastraxlits king Arishna I11, as a reward for Ki1ling the 
Chda king r8jaditysa. The scholars who have Jiealt vith this 
inscription have accused :tmtga TI of treeonery in connection 
with the «illing of waastys.? This acouseation, ‘“arssimhachaz 
says, "is sizply based on a wrong interpretation of the 
expression, ‘Liwicara Kalan. .Agi' which oeeurs in the passage 
which mentions the event. ‘“eciphers of the text read Ke]]}an, 


thief instead of Aslan snd translated a}}an-Ngi as meaning 


7% tue Vol. AV e AK 27 glso see Arohseologicel Survey 
of “ysore = 191011 iVol. JIl = icettar “Jited = 
Xarnatak University = p.Sl 


ತ್ಮ HN Vol, 111 hed ಟ್ಟೆ ಷಿ], 


9, V,venkayya “rour Ancient Tasil Insoriptions at Are 
kk aluktkunreaa" tele Vol. III = pp, 276-86, JF, Fleet 
"Three »estern Senge resords in the Mysore Jovernsent 
“uses at Lengelore* & 1. Vol. VI = pp40-83, 
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‘by stealth’ or ‘tresacherously'., Further the seaning of 

the word bisuge not being known, the conjeswral sense of 
‘enger’ based oa bisu, ‘heat and of exbraoe' based ca Dhiey 
‘$0 join‘ have been given to it send the translation of 
iauceve has run thus ‘maxing him angry’ and again ‘in the 
aot of eabraching hia’ (in pretended friendship). The real 
ueaning hovever, of the word hiaurs is ‘a hovdsh' and kaja 
whioh 1s the vord that we really have here, not Kajja = 1s 
very Cossonly used i2 both in Sieannade snd fami] in the sense 
of battlefield (Pm). It vill thus be seen that the 
eorreot interpretation of the expression Disizeve kalan_ Aa 
{is the howdah itself having becoas thse battleefisld, There 
tore he concludes thst “5niugse undeuntly mounted the ele 
phant in which ‘1jsditys vas seated ond en;saging his in hand: 
to=hand fight”. 10 


The present hero=stone found st Nersalige in 
“rsixere taluk of vandys district in “arnataka state dated 
in the reign of Marasiaha about 971 fA... records that when 
Tr1iast = Marasingha Deva - .atyavixye-perunanadi gal vas 
raling vith ‘“erandale as the boundry, jo se battle field with 
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the Rojeabas, the hovdah having becone the bettle-f1 014, 
Appevasayya svebbed vith a dagger, fought and fell; and 

that the king granted to his son iGuwga the village of 
Nepiiage as Salnsdy. The record also Gonoludes vith the 
stateaent that 10 SXa}acas of land vere given to the soulptor 
Vibhoga. Let us nov go through the seulptural details of 
the hero=stons found at “eralige. The hero stone depicts 

a ss2 seen jusping fron one elephaat to another and stabbing 
another man seated in the howdan, As the fight takes place 
in the howdah, “he howdsh 1s said to have becose the battle 
field (FI No.7) It way also be pointed out that there sre 
fev “nds records fron \usbakSdnea and Tirunagesvaraa mention 


the ‘xing who Jied on the baok of an elephant’. 11 


wiet s good nusbe? and types of weapons which 
vere actually current in varfare in those days such as the 
bov and arro+ Spvars, swords, shields ete. have buen Jepicted 


in the bhero=stone scilptures. They are given below 


The so:t popular weapon in the hero-stone sculpture 


11. KA. Nilekante .astri = Ihe. Chdlas * p. 138. 
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1s the svord, It vss the best suited var instrusent for 
6lose cosbat. Onlyafew types of swords have been depicted 
(tee fl gire Hos ©) 


(Ht Ka] Ww ¢, [4 § 


The daggers or short swords are suoh snaller 
ia size than $he 8೪೦rಕೆ. Es vere kept in a sheath sus= 
pended fron ths waist Fhe dadger ves as usual weapon in 
tiues of orisis,) Many hero“stone seulptures depict hero 
{1 ¢ghting with daggers (Pl, ೫೦.೬೩83 8, The folloving are 


the types of daggers seen in the heroestone sculptures, 


TYP = As (Hig. No74) This js ese s2all dagger with s 
stout handle. In some speci: ens the blade fs 
not pointed 


TIP: =e Bs (rig. N0oo7-b }) This js a light knife with a 
handle. In some cases the blade 1s straight 
while in others {is slightly 0 irvetd., 


IYPE e Cs (Hg. iO) 7-c) This is a heavy Jagger vith a 
stout handle sni se blade sufficiently broad in 
the ai idle, 


TUE SilELS « 

Very few reprssentationa of shields are found ja 
the seulptures, The shape of the shields vary in shape. 
(Lee fig. No) 3 ) 
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SUL. LOS 9 

The sculptures depict the bov as a veapond of 
war. Mostly {it appears in the hanis of footesldiers., 
} ros the sculptures it appear that it had been {ia vogue 


for many centuries, (See flak No. iL 18.19 er) 


pS 


ಈ 
(The Heaven of the ‘“ieroes) 


Il, 


It 1s « vell=known balief according to a populer 
military convention of Ancieat Indi, thut soliiers dying 
in the battlefield are transported to heaven and enjoys 
heavenly daasel: and pleasires, This popular belief 1s as 
01d «s the tine of 4 gvede. There are nuserous references 
for such coneept found {in Indian literature belonging to 


ancient as well as medieval periods, 


The fazous Indian pic yabhabharata says thet, 


"one should mourn the death of «a her), bDecsise varPior 


* Valhalla * Ina Teutonic aythology it is «a hall of Odin 
into which the souls of heroes slien in battle and 
others who heave died bravely are received, tee = The 
randea ‘“iouse ‘iotionary of the :inglish Language (“ollege 
kdi tion) “edras*1976 = p, 1453, 


iQ. Figvede = Cf, 1154; 2, 
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under such eircusstances goes straight to heeven, Thousands 
of beevenly dessels ren often «a hero dying on the battle 


f1e1d esseh shouting, “ie vill be ay msbend*, J 


Another passage from the saae epic mentions thst, 

‘The wen their lives who bravely yield, 

To death upon the battlefield, 

Their fleeting pangs and sufferings o'er 

All straight to beavenly naansions ser. 

There nyuphs divine these heroes nee, 

“ith vitening ssailes and accents sveet, 

hun up send ary in emulous strife, 

““ake se", "nay, ne", "nay, ne", “Thy wife” 

Xalidase in his acuraaahs also says "ha "Cone 
one vhose head was struCK of{ by the enenies sword at once 
becase a ¢0d, he nov found his ovn headless body dancing on 
the battle f1e14, while he was eabrecing a celestial nyuph 
witn his left ara”. 15 mother passage sentions that any two 


varriors bave been wounded by esch other ani died st the sase 


13. JRAEB Letters Vol. XT = 15 = p70. 
14, Indien Antiquary = Vol. X 1 p92, 
15. fRaguvasseha = VIT = 5], 
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tise vere still fighting even after beconing gods because 

ot! the seleetion of both of thea by a single divine irl. 58 
The stansas qWwoted above shov that the heroes dying vhile 

{1 ghting enjoyed the heavenly pleasures and densels., 


Tani] literature especially Taigan works contsin 
nuserous references for such belief, Aecording to “vurananugu 
that if « person fall in battle, he will ೧0೪ to bliss of 
marriage vith a spotless maiden ina the heaven, The heroe's 
heaven described in the Laigas literatire, resembles very 
closely the '‘Jyalhalla' hall of the slein, in the Jjothie 


aythology where dvell sen who died by eras, 17 


The above said concept is true ss evidenced frou 
the epi yraphical records alsa, /t the battle of “oppas, the 
ShGla king “8jadiraje 1 ves wounded mortally by the forces 
of -halukysa ‘omesvara 1 ‘shavesalla ed the JhS]le record 
says that -8jadiraja vent up into the sky and becase a 
s0journer in the country of Indra, where he vas velcosed 


by the wosen of thes sy. This passage recalls the states 


15a hid * VII « §3, 
16, LULA 887, 3560. 


17% A. Kailasapathy = Janil iar0is._>astry, p25. 
lu, AoA Nilaxente testri = Ihe xhdlas = p. 257, 
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sent made in the Puzensanuyu poens referred to. The seme 


sentinents are slso echoed in nusber of insoriptions. # 


This popular belief is vouched for by thousands 
of hero=stones discovered in Indis especially in the soithern 
peninsular, In large nuaber of hero=stones found in 
ernstaks and Andhra regions, the depiction of hero's 
journey to heaven bas b:en uniforuly maintained, Vornally 
the hero=stone contain various scenes frou the battlefield 
to heaven, ror a clear understanding, ve say illustrate 
here a hero=stone frou Aavali in arnateka state, *} The 
hero=stone contain four banis of seulptures, In the first, 
that 1s the lowest panel are shown two agricultural iaplesents 
one of which is the plough In the next higher 1s the battle 
scene whion depicts the brave warriors on both sides esgerly 
cosing out, bov Closing vith bow, borse with horse nd dager 
with dagger, s most exciting battle mst heve arisen, On 
one side {is the headless truoak of man In the next higher 
tableau, the celestial nymphs of Indre’'s heaven cone forth 
to receive the hero, holding offering in their hands, These 
nyaphs are represented as winged hunsan beings. “he nysphs 


19. iuras 260 and 287, 


80. Kl Vol, I= pp. 12, 16, 19 and 313, 
151d = Vols IIT = p01 
Ibid = Vol. IV = p49, 


81 0% Vole VIIl e :in0oga Sistriot = toreb * 9, 
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are 2e8y and are in a joyous dencing sood at the sight 
of the bero, Ivoof thes, at the corners, are shovering 


f lovers. 


In the next higher panel ve sre shovn the 
transportation of Polyassa, the hero, to Indre's hesven, 
The bero is seen seated in the royal posure on a rsised 
seat, attended on either side by vinged nyaphs bearing floral 
offerings anid veaving whisks, a pair on either side, ve see 
Indre's Heaven {is decorated vith flovers over-hanging the 
seat of the herd, ligher up, ve have the beautiful and 
Victorious elephaat of Indra, Iravatha which scoording to 
tradi tion stending at the entrance of Svergsa, Tims the 
Naveli hero=stone depict the heroic Jeath of the hero, 


Polyeane and his final union vith Indra. ¥ 


This the Courage vhich the varriors thus displayed 
in battle vas the result of an old belief which had been 
nurtured by thea for centuries = s convication which 
aaintained that the deeds of valour of the soliders vere 
eagerly vatched by the celestial nyaphs, couetines, as in 


28. Mysore Jesetteer (i4.) Hayavadheana ao = Vol, IT se 
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1913 AD., the Concept of courage is graphically given by 
the seribers, Thus vhile describing the death of Jekkranns, 
the soribe says “As the ohariot of flowers sscended, the 
celestial nyaphs bore Jakkxeanne to the world of gods; the 
heavenly wosen sin;ing, the heavenly druss sounding, the 
rain of flowers failing, Jakks, the hero, arrived st the 


world of gods, asid the singing of heroio $008". ಈ 


The folloving verses froa the liero stones also 
ive us an idea of the inspiration thst lent s gliat of joy 
to the eyes of the heroes. “He vho seoires victory on the 
battlefield obtains Lekshsi, he vho dies fighting obtains 
celestial dansels,., The body is evanescent, it may be des 
troye«d any sosent, why should any one theo feel worried 
sbout de«th on the battle=fie1d?", Another verse says that 
"Life 1s uncertain, honour slone endures as long as the soon 


a05 stars. :0,.sequire honour, even st the risk of 116”, 3 


Attention may be drawn nov to the ‘'iero=stones 
found in Tasil Nadu, Panel type of hero=stones vere not 


89 popular in this region as Goatrast to the hero=stones 


43. the Vol, VIITe in, 105 = p33], 


N, tr "The ಗಾವ್‌: *ysore" = pp. 206-207. 


90 


found in Siarnstaca and Andhre Countries, vhere ve get e 

g90d nusber of hero=stones depictin; the various seenes 

band by baad such as the battlefield, hero's journey to 
heaven and his final union vith 30d ete, Ihe reason for 

this absence is oot known, Probebly they night heve 
concentrated and satisfied only vith the reeording of the 
eveits deseribing under what oircuastances the particular 
hero had lost his life. ven they 1d not give such artistie 
attention to the sc1lptures of the heroestones, Inzstesd they 
siaply carved the crude ixsge of the deceased hero vith 
weapons say Bov, arPov, spear, sword or dagger. As slready 
pointed out that sany hero-stones in .arnataxa reeords the 
graats 2ade in fuvour of the soulptors and so in tura the 

$c ilptors carved beautiful «nad elaborate sculptural master 


p1eces. 


iOovever iu a fev DePo=stones fros fasil “edu 
(See plate Aos.ii/3 2.37) the deceased hero has boen depicted 
on the top corner of the stone flanked by heavenly dsssels 
vith vings and als holiing whisks in their hands end thus 
syabolically indicating the hero's journey to i 


೩8, BR Vol, xl he (. R ಕ್ಸ 106, Vol, X hed K1 | 5d ed f. 


8. hh Nageseay (id) “haraanEi-slygtiikal e ‘IDA 
84 of 1973, 162 of ¢ T2of 1974, 139 of 19M ete, 
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TMs the belief of these died fighting in the 
battlefield will resoh heaven and the institution of hero 
stones for those persons seen to have influenced the soliiers 
to tate part in the battle, These way be considered as 
Psychological factors heauntiny the minis 0? the soldiers. *? 
It way be said that since, every soldier aspired to a place 
in heaven, he could not have hesitated tJ shed his blood or 
give 1p his life in the battle field, esides these factors 
there seens to be another reason also, ‘oth the society and 
the state took care of the descendents of the deceased heroes 
and grants aainly in the forz of land vere freely given to 
thea, Thus the belief was so setrogly rooted in the hearts 
of the every coanon soliier a this idea Nas been reflected 


in a nuaber of hiroectones., 


111s 


The important sspect of the bhero=stones found 
in Teail Nedu is its Paleography. xcept s fev inscriptions 
on heroestones, alsost all hero=stone inscriptions are 
written ia Vaftejuthu characters, The epigrayhs in Tamil 
language inscribed in sixed scripts of Tasil and Vetge]luthn 


27. NN. Subresenian = Saigan Polity * pp. 154-35, 
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charecters serk an {aportant land serk in the study of 

tou theIndian Paleography. For exemple, Vaspejuths inserip= 
ton found at Oddupetti in Dharmapuri district, Hammen- 
thapures in Sales district end ibhini 1n Kolar district 

of Karnateke ೬6೬ are in the Vakfejluths snd foras of 

the Tanil seript sre also fond in thes, ‘iuilarly soue 
Vatpeluthn forms are seen in the insoriptions in Tamil seript 
recovered froa Kijuuthukdir,} Kul1dtkkt# $n the North-Aroot 
d1 str1i0et, and Sager in the Mulabagal talux of the Kolar 
district, These inscriptions exhibit the featires of the 
both the Vagteluthu and Tamil scripts generally bslong to 
the period anterior to 6.950 AL. Such mixed scripts are 
also found at Arechalir,™ Irajappatti,® PY} yirpatts, 55 


1 runitharkungu” 7 Ti ruk aluxunres, 5# 


88, ArESlL and £12 of 1910, 

89, L&I Vol, VII ps, 

30. IBiG*= Vol. VIT <= p.111, 

31 Ibid Vol. IV ppe 199-90, 

30 Inid< Vol, XXII = pp. 110115. 

ಇತಿ hd - Vol, VII pe. 

34, TV Hehalingen, South. Indian. Palsagranhy = p.290. 
36, NN, Kasinathan, Jollival .Satturaikal (Tesil) * p.17, 
36. Ih. | 
37, hig, 

38. jh. 
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It will be rather difficult to trest the scripts 
of these inscriptions «as belonging to « seperete variety 
{instesd of classifying the records as belong to either the 
Tanil or the Vatteluthu script. If such festures of these 
soripts are found only in one or two records ve way treet 
thes as due to soribasl sistares, But vhea these are found 
in the nusber of records it becones neoessary and desireable 


to treat thes as ef a seperate variety. 


we do not knov vhy two different seripts vere 
used for vriting the sase language and whetheP they vere 
evolved {roa «a cosaon soript or hed an independent developsent 
and this pose questions of absorbing interest to the students 
of South Indian Paleography. The evolution of Vaftejuthw 


has not so far been clear, 


About the origin of the Vattejuthu soript various 
theori es have been putforth by sany scholars, The late 
Meheanshopadyays "r. Hara Prasad Sastri thought that this 
soript vas derived fron the Kharosthi. #9 He had not given 


the reasons which proapted hia to 0oae to this conclusion, 


39, bouth Indian Teuple Insoriptions Vol, II] = Part I] «= 
De 1561, 


40. JBOk, Vol. 1 = p58, 
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Dr. Mrnell thought that it vas independent 
of the Asokan oharaaters and that it should have had its 
origda in one of the ‘sany Jerivaties frou the Phoenician 
alphabet’. “1 He considered that the Vatsejlutin vas in use 
in the Teall country long before the advent of the Sanskrit 
influence and as such 1t could not have hed the irehsi ss 


its paren 


Dr. bahler 41d not agree with the above, but held 
that the Vatpyejuthu vas derived fros the Srshsai, “ovever 
he postulated s second hypothesis ebout its nature, “The 
Vattejuthu may be described ss a Cursive script, which 
bears the sane relation to the Tasai]l as the modern northern 
alphabets of the olerks snd aerchants to the originals, eg. 
the HB41 of the “arethas to the Y8lbddh and the Takari of 
the Dogras to the creda”. #3 cone scholars are of the 
apiaion thet the Teail script has evolved from Vatfejuths 
which vas of indigenous origin in the Tasil couatry itself.*° 
vA the contrary s recent viev is thst both tamil saript and 


Vattejluthu have derived fros “iaaiji", as soript mentioned by 


a Jain work, SaBaYaAYMcena_iutha belon:ing to sbout Ist 


cenwry ಫ್‌ 


41. &SIPe pp. 49-65, 
ಷಿ Il, he Vol, XXIII hd APD lug pe 78. 


43, x, Versdarajan, Janik eralapy (Tamil) = pp.426-39, 
M lajemanikk aner, Jlakkiva. Yaralarm( Tasil)=p. 1 
44, ANagaseny, Selvettiysl (1a Tazil) = p49 ff, 
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The particulars as to when sad hov these soripts 
(Tasil snd Vappejuthu) separated from the parental Dani]i 
or Brahsti and evolved as independent scripts are shrouded 
{in mystery. It is believed by s0holars that MHrunsthuriunryu 
insoription of handranendi, 1s the earliest Vatpeluths 
inseription found in Tamil Nadu wnioh may be taxen ss belon 
4in¢ to the fourth ceutury AD, The recent discovery by the 
Taail Nedu tate Jepartaent of rehaeology of « good nuaber 
of hero=stone inseriptions from the North= Arcot and Dharzapur 
districts throw significant light on the distribution of the 
Vatfejuthu soript in the Tamil Nadu, Irujappatti hero=stone 
fron Harur taluk of iharsapuri Jdiestriot 1: ssid to be the 
earliest Vattejuttu hero=stone inscription found in Taal 
« 6. 5 


Vattejuthu script sees to have betray some Ksnnade Influence 


Host of the hePo=stone inseript'ons vritten in 


on the langage used, 


IV e NINO 


Honours, titles and rewards sre alvsys e2ong 
other things, the sotive springs of service all over the 
world, In Asutilys's Arthasastra the tera Paridsna-laths 


46, h Nagassay (£d) Dharaapuri “alvetpukal (Tasil) 
Vol. 1 = Introduotion = pl. 
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4s seaat for the bestoval of honours for deserving serit 
ei ther in the msnner Of a specific relief or as gifts. 95 
Fvery civilised state is expected to take care of the 
helpless widov, ohildren and parents of soldiers killed 

in var or sacrificed their lives for the noble cause, M9 
nave got «a nusber of instances for sich reliefs given to 
the dependents of the heroes vho Jied in battlefields or 
in the attept of capturing or recaptiring the cattle fron 


eneu“i es, 


1a Tamil inseriptions the terns viz, ‘airasntst,*” 
Salllnatti,** Tapucattt,*® Netkarpaisi,50 Yerraainatti,51 
Nettorpatti,5# ete. stand for the grat of lands by the state, 
village assemblies or temaple sutborities or by individuals 
to the faaily of the deceased heroes. 


A nuaber of hero=stone inscriptions frou “hitoor 
ತಿ 
d1istriot and “ysore state aentions such ver reliefs, 


tonetines such grants were accoapanied by the ceremony of 


46, touth Indian Teaple Inscriptions (teIeT I.) Vol, ITI 
Pt Ile ppe 195d, 


47, ASE1IOO Oo? 1921) 47 of 1928-29; 172 of 193138; 


46. Ibid - 84of 197-48, 
49. KR, Negsasey (td) Dharsapuri Xalvettukel = TNSDA = 
19 of 1978, 


$0. Dharnapuri Nedukarkal = THEDA = 188 of 19M (Unpublished) 
51. Ihid = THEA 66 of 1972. 
562 Ibid - THSDA19 oO? 1978, 


83. ALS 16s, 198, 196 end 930 of 1931-39; 164 of 193334 
belel. Vols IX Nos. , 10 and 11f Hel. Vols X = Mpeis, 
ಜ್ರ 94; 8p.6, Bpe ಷಿ, 86; ೩೫ ಇಂ. 
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washing the verrior's sword. i.¢«. Jalealey, just as 
religious grants vere saccoapanied by the ceresony of 

laving the feet of the priest into vhose hands the donations 
vas sctwally given, Thus an insoription belonging to 9th 
century Ai. states that « certain Hilagandany the son of 
Aunden and servant of Prince 31ijayaditya having Jied after 
capturing the fort of Ariyapalli, 8 gift of lend vas sade 

in memory «3s ale, The terss sivane® ೩ಗಿರೆ iakkakadagi 
are also stend for such varereliefs given to the Jjependents 
of the dead warrior. Jxtvuka-Yritti,) iatta-sanYs, iratta-k~* 
kanikkai are also of the sane netare?” 


Let us see sone of the exemples for such grants 
«nd reliefs as evidenced from inseriptions. A hero=-stone 
inseription belonging to the reign of “adiraixonds Pereresari= 


varsan states that Kaliviriya=uttaraiyan, a Valluvan of 


54, “The word Bajagajocu is a coapound of two vords ba} 
(Taail=V8}) meaning sword and galcu, meaning vash, and 
the Lerma seans sword vashing. In one case the grant 
1teelf is called “algajcu, @e do not knov hovever the 
real seaning of the term, It isnot clear if the occasioa 
when the grant was aade ves also called as Balgalou. 
Anyhow, it appears that the grant was wade vith the 
vashing of the fallen nan's sword, snd very probably the 
€raent vas considered as a >urification of his sword fron 
the stain of slaughter”, tee T.V.Mahalinges = 

ಕಕ್ಕಿ 2ality = p98 * F.N.160, 

Kte Volk & Nb, 28, ಇ, Bp 13, 


56. Ibid = Vol. IX Ht, 103 ALE 236 of 19-1-38, 
57. Indien Archaeology = heviev 1960-61 teetion IIT = No.42. 
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Kuallir lost his life while fighting against thieves 
(Aal}er). On behalf of the pezusakkal of the village, vho 
nede a ¢rant of lend as iallioatti to his son Kaliviriys 


Mu ttareiyen. ** 


There is another inscription which reeords the 
eniovments of gold by Pallevs feu:story {or the serit of 
two heroes who fell in « cattle-raid. Yet enother fnsorip= 
tion froa North Areot distriot records that the village 
asseably of Varikki yan alias Jhandradityassngalas registers 
e dftof 500 Kui of land to the vife end children 0f 


teainayakan vho fell ia battle? 


In some Gases only a portion of the tex vas 
collected fros the relitives of ths d606a860.* neliefs 
504 grants were not only given to the Dbiroes vho died in 
the battlefield or in «a cattleraid but slso for those who 


864. A;L 1W0 of 1921, 


$9. Ibid = 283 of 1916, 
fueh var reliefs to the fasily of the deceased varriors 
froa the royal side seeas to be rare in Yeail country, 
All aost ll the such grants cose froa the village in 
teaple auithorites or fron individuals as evidenced 
frou heroestones in Texil Nadu, 


60. Ini4d*47of 1008-20 « Pare 34, 
61 Ibid e447 of 1928-20 * Pare 4, 
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died for eertain religious Csuses or fot sone vovs, Thus 

en inseriptiona on « hero stone belonging to the reign of 
Kenpavarsan resords that « certain Jkkedan Wigan offered 

his hesd to the joidess “optravai sad the villagers granted 
sone land to his favily ss Jerinattt. ** Yet another inseriptie 
states that a certain Ilavensadisdidiran cut off his head end 
sacrificed his life, probably in fulfilaent of «a vov and 

that 100 Kuli of land ves granted as Udirenoatii to the 
decendents ot the deceased in grateful mezory of his heroie 


೩೦೬, 


The hero=stones found in Xarnataks throv sone 
velcone light on this subject sore effectively, To senation 
a fev an inscription of about 780 Al, says thet “Jn the cows 
of ~“andu=-uru being carried off, as warrior fell in the raid 


and that for his a piece ೨? rics land vas greated by vey of 
Nattanadi, 5 


mother inseription of about #60 AJ. vhich records 


that vhea Sanga-aandala and X&nohisandala both rose against 


6: Ibid = 1937-Sdy Part IJ = para 31. 
ತಿ, hid - 197 of 1934 ಎತ್ತಿ 
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Pandya, Aruabars, died in the battle and for his ves 

granted as a Salned land under a tank free froa all imports. 5 
Yet another inscription records that thirty ploughs of land 
was given under a tank free fros all inposts to s deceased 


varrior, 


cosetines ve even find instances of grants given 
to the heroes in recognition of their bravery displayed 
( Hox ever not slsined) in the battlefield, For instance 
the RKastrakuta «ing .‘rishna JIT gave to the “estern Ganga 
prince utuge IT, the Fanavesi 1200, the “urulghe 300, the 
1 sudkod 70 and tne ್ನregenad 70, as s rev-rd for his daring 
bravery in the fighting on the hovdah of the elephant vith 
the ChSjs pr'nce Rejaditysa vnich reslted in the slaughter 
of the JhSj}s in the battlefield at lia Another 
record at Zatgere in Aarnataka also records such grant 
bestoved to a hero nased Janaraana, in recognition of his 
provess in the battle-f1e1d. 


65. IDG = Kl: Db: 2 
66. IMiG-K1l:Ep:13 
೮7, Ke tue Vol, 11 ನ Mandya "೦41; K ) A Vol, VI ka pe, 


68 le Fele Vol, XIII BPe 18790. 
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As said earlier that the hero-stones vere 
decorated vith flowers and peagook feather and laaps 
were set up in the niche of the hero=atone and regular 
vorship ves ಇರ 59 The rewiniseent of this custoa ves 
followed even in the late period slso, Ts ea hero=stone 
erected in honour of a hero who had died in en attempt of 
rescuing a vozan {froa the robbers records the provisions 
sade for the offering of food and flover service to the 
stone. Yet another record sentions the gift of land for 


the flower service tos hero=s tone. 


JPrants vere slso nade to the seulptors and the 
couposers of the inscriptions seen in hero-stones., Thus 
an inscription on « hero-stone from Jenukallu,y records the 
grant wade to the soeulptor who carved the relief of the 
varrior and also to the ‘writer’ who coaposed the verses 
ona the Dbirakal (hero-stone). '* 


These exsemples ware it clear that it ves not 
unusual for grants of lend to be wade, so that the produce 


69. paras - 108, 260 and 235. 
9೪೦೬ AEMAR 1926 im pೀರಿತ 
71೬. ARE 1918 para ಈ 87. 


78. AC. Vol, XI fds Hls 106 also See 5S. Volk Ks Kl 
S& 88 IBIS AV ew AK 73, 
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a1 «ht also be utilised for the offerings which had to be 
nade for the propitiation of the deceased varrior's spirit, 
£0 great vas the inportance attached to the sonmnents of 
the varriors = who had died in battle defending their Lord, 
Patron or their lend and the state ves ready to forego all 


{ts ‘iaposts' on suoh iat 


A careful study of the hero=stones found in Taail 
N adu reveal that the custoa of giving grants to the deceased 
soliiers, seenas to be not very popular vhen Coapared with 
Karnataka and Andhrs Sountries vhere grants were profusely 
nade in favour of the Jeceased heroes. ror instance out of 
Tventyf ive hero=stones found at Bodinayapalli in “hittoor 
district of Andhrs Pradesh salons elevan record the grants 


made in favour of the dead Sarriors,™ 


whereas in Tasil Nedu ve heave only fev instances 
vhere ve get only s fev sich 0ases of var-reliefs given to 


the dependents of the deceased heroes. for instence out of 


7. fiven ve find sone iaprecatory verses in hero=stone 
inseriptions,. For instance a Dhero=stone inscription 
reveal thit 'He who destroys this, incurs in the sin of 
heaving killed Brahaans end s thousend covs at Baranas{ 
end of having breeched the tank of Parivi-niqu = 
ASHMAN 191011 = Vo], III = ppe39-40, 


74. ARE 178182 of 1931-32, 
However, this is caly « representative study in order 
to shov the iatensity of such grants wade in favour of 
the desessed heroes in this region in those days, 
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87 hero-stones recovered froa Chenges eres in North=Arcot 
distriet, not even case refers to the grants sade in sesory 
of the deceased heroes, Similarly out of 82 hero=stones 
recovered fros “haraapuri Jistricet, only two reeord such 


grants. v8 


ILZLES ASD HoKoUhS 


It mey be added that officers snd cosmanders who 
had woo leurels on the battle field vere sonetimes revarded 
vith titles and other aarks of distinction S“uoh praetice 
of awarding titles and honours to the persons who have done 
meritiréous service to the xing and the country either in 
the silitery service or civil service {1s as 01d as Totkappiaya 


Titles like jayidi and Jpsdi are frequently 
mentioned in rurenandiz]® Ahenanurd® ೩೧ರೆ Maniaekalai. 5 
The recipient of this honour west be a Commander of any 
army and wust have distinguished hisself in the battle=f1 eld, 


78. Shengas Nedukarkal = hi, Nageseny (“4d), 


76. KK Nagasey (14d) Lharmapuri “ealvettuksl = THSDA = 
19 of 1972 and 66 of 19M. 


77, Dl. “lutte = 184; Porul. rurat Sutras ಈ್ಯ 63, 
78. Luras 160, 167, 17 and 394, 
7. aa ~ 379, 


ಆ೦ಿ. = Canto XXII = $08, = But such titles Speer to have 
eat thesselves to different seanings iu different periods 
ror instance acoording to the Nedursikenchi «a c»pable 
ainister wes knowa as a Kevidi, fisilarly, sccording to 
Taxil “1 gentu the word vas teaxen in the sense of sd 
aceountant,. In Perunkeatai (11 3, 144) finencisl officers 
vere oalled ss Kavidhis, See T.V, Mahslingas, p.295 F.N.1€ 
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The king adorns such sa vorthy soldier vith a signet ring 


aod confers hia the title of tnaq1. 81 


we have got a nusber of epigraphical evidences 
for such titles, The “alugiazlai record wich refers to 
the expedition against ‘adayen Seruendan, ve learnt ths$ 
two soldiers 41d well and one Mefigela £841 made sn endove 
sent for the merit of the deceased varriors. #3 Few hero 
stones {in Tanil Nadu record the death of such title holders, 
A hero-:tooae frou Nefupezyt 1a Jttangarsi taluk of Dhearaapuri 
belonging to the reign of “ahendreavarsan records the death 
of a certain <aviqi Vagugen while recapturing the lost cattle 


frou the enenies., 


{et soother record froa kotraraapett i in Aerur 
taluk of Dharsmapuri district refers to the death of varrior 
named NSgasalgale “avid1i. A siailar reer fron the seme 
d1 strict refers to the death of a soldier nased Visaiya nig 
in a battle, 


81. Portkellan Tenatiyeri Tersveitan Motires C%r Tnagip 
Pattatthavan «.. Peruntogs! = 468, 


su Tht. Vol, Je p 4 NS, 
8, i Nagesasy (74) Dharsapuri alvettukal = TNSDA 20 6f 197 
#4. Ind = THLDA 12 of 1972. 
8. Ibid = TNEDA 60 of 19K. 


103 


Even villages vere naned after the heroes, 
who sacrificed their lives for the sake of their villages, 
Chai yatru venrsn, Pelapyu Venren sere soue of the villages 
in Tasilnadu named after the deceased heroes. 


85. RKP. bethu Pillai, Jasilar Viraa (Tanil) = pp. 97-08, 
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SUAPTEN = Vi 


&OSI4Le. LEUTUIQIG ASL BILITIGAL SISDITLONS LAL GLEASTD 
ERMC ULERY TONS 


Hov far bero=stones sre helpful to knov the 
actual custoas and manners of the ancient people is interes 
ting one. They throw sone side lights on the social condi 
tions of the period in which they vere erected, Let us nov 
try to get some idea about the social conditions of the 


people of toutheIndia as gleaned fron bhero=stones. 


AG FUTIAN BILE ALTER DEATH IS HEAVEN ASONG THURMAN LORS 2 


As ve have already noticed that the courage which 
the soldiers displayed in battlefield ves the result of an 
01d belief which had been nurtured by thes for centuries = 
a Conviotion which maintained that the deeds of valour of 
the soldiers vere eagerly vatohed by the celestial nyaphs 
who, if the soldiers fell, would bear then ianediately avay 
from the battlefield in a triuaphal procession to enjoy 
the deli yhts of heaven, Tnas this strong belief sanong the 
varrior 0less had such hold, that they seldoa flinched froa 
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seorifieing their lives for good cases. The sane idea 


bas been refleoted in «a nusber of hero=estones. 


| Li: ei Akd 1 


As ve have already learnt fros Ssigaa literature 
that the beroic exploits of the warriors vere celebrated 
in songs by vandering bards. Such literary works especially 
the heroic poens,) Thus reflect a phase of culture and social 


order dosinated by «a poverful warrior class in society. 
HALAVALE 


The Maravars are frequently mentioned in Sarfigas 
0lassics. They appear to have been the most poverful and 
varlike tride, “Jf strong liasbs and hardy franes* says 
a poet, “and fierce=lookring as tigers, vearinag long and 
curled locks of hair, the bloody thirsty Maravar, armed 
with the bov bound with leather, ever ready to injure others 
shoot their arrovs st poor and helpless travellers, fron 
whoa they can rob nothing, only to feast their eyes on the 


quivering liebs of their viotins”, 1 


le Kalitthoxai = IV : 1S, 
Translation adopted froa V, “anskssebsi's = 
The Teails “ichteen inireds Years A = ppd 2, 


108 


their povers in battle vas so auch valued by the Tenil 
ings that they vere recruited largely in the saruies snd 
also appointed as sentinels of palsces end n1 ehvays. * 


£yinar another warrior tribe vere slso mentioned 
in Jamil literature. Like the Maravar, tbe Eyinar, too 
adopted the practice of lifting the cettle of their enenies, 
They vorshipped the Goddess £811, and sleughtered buffaloes 
at her shrine to secure her {favour ina their plundering 


cattle Se 


tuch M“aravs soldiers vere recorded in ae nusber 
of hero=stones. Thus, ve hsve a group of sculptured hero 
stones belonging to the 16th century AD. near the village 
of Tlavengeal in Kovilpatti taluk of Tirunelveli Distriet.* 
Ihe bero-stones depict « series of conflict betveen Tru 
nelveli=perusnsl and his rebel chieftain Vertigaleartjs. Many 
marave soldiers laid dovn their lives in the battle which 
also suggest that the “aravs coamani ty was noted for its 


bravery sesong the Tasils., 


he. 


tecond dition) = p.819. 


3° &dilacnadikaras * AIT =< VXenakasabai = Jn.Qit., De43. 
\ WS Az. Kk 1939-40 la Pe BSS, 


ಪ. ಸಂಸ Pillay ಪಾ = Vol, I 
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HAALAIN sAcaALDuE 9 


It 1s generslly believed that the ailituery pro 
f ession was the exclusive monopoly of the Sanhatriys ceste., 
mt the epi<raphical records snow thet the Drahains continued 
to serve as soldiers and commanders of araies throughout our 
period. PS. Cnakravarti in his study illustrate quiet a 
{00d nmsber of exenples to shov that the “rahsins served as 
comnanders and soldiers in the eray.® Pushyeni tra, the 
brahain Comender-in-charge 017 the Heiryan fapire in one of 
the clessicel exemple. He further disclose s host of Frahain 
gtenersls, who distinguished prominently in the military 
history of pta and Post= J2pta p-riods, 


In South Indis also -ransins served as generals 
end warriors in the aray. “any inscriptions disclose this 
fact. :‘or iustance the -“rahains who distinguished thesselves 
in var in the Ch®js period vere avarded the title of Kratma 
dni. {here is yet enother inscriptilonal evidence of 
the time of ‘holas of a Frahain military officer uades 


serving under i:ajae ‘aja 


8, PC. vharravarti = ins_Art.afl. sr. in _incisnt_ India = 
ppe 79-80. 


6, Kehe Nilakente -astri, Lhe. chSlas - p. 456. 
YW A FR IT Part V hed Pe13. 
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Heny “rahains also served in the army of isgtrexite Krishns 
11” £ven during the Vijayanagar period ve find exenples 

of rahsains participation in wars. This is borne out by a 
veluable insoription froa Tirukkedsiyir in Tanjore district 
dated in the reigu of “rishns “eva “aya. The record states 
thst «a certein Srahain nas“d /patsahayen of Tirukkadati yur 
took part in the war agseinst Iracdr (;aiotr in i1japir) 

and pleased the wing, Airishna ‘‘eva ‘sya. Ihere vere sany 
orahains axong ordinary soldiers took. ® tennivaixkal hero 


stone 


froma ualgidi taluk of Trichy district 14 another 
ciassical exaxple oi this xing, The record is dated in the 
2lst year of “‘andivaraan IJl refers to «8 raid ceasing the 
destruction of « uatha, in saving which a Srahnain vwerrior 
naaed attisurattevab act with his desth, The above facts 
tipgest that casteis2 vas not so rigid and people vere 


allowed to follov whatever profession tney liked. 


EITM OF WOMEN 


KY ATL UC TOM $ 
Ihe practice of aati or burring of «s vidovw with 


7%, Ee le Vole. XIII = pel139, 


ಲ te Ve Nahalingas = 
Aiiarxanacar (“econd 


ad pe 1860. 
9. Le ) ) Voli, XII he ಸಂ. 56, AE 144 of 1028S, 


Hadi tion 
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the dead body of her lusbend vas « recognised institution 

at all periods and vith 811 areeds. 19 There is sa solitary 
reference to this practice in Seiges literature. Perud 
kSppendi, the queen of the Papgyan king, bhitappandyen is 
wunown to have folloved the custon, !1 ue do not yet get 

any instences of such act during the Pallava period, However 
during the Chola period ve get stray references. 1 Tus 
sati is oceasionslly seationed in the literature and insorip: 
t'ons, but such references are $0 few that it cen herdly 


be regarded «as « Coa2on praetice in the Tamil Country. 


“hereas in Sernataka hundreds of sat! or Sahasati 
stones heve been found, They are generally sculptured vith 
8 pointed pillar or post, fra vhioh projects «s vosan's are 
bent upwards at the elbow, The hand jis raised with fincers 
erect, and a lise fruit is placed between the thuab and 
forefinger. (ice plate io, 4 ) ions of the stones are 
acooapanied vit: elavorate insoriptions, recording under 


wnat circuastances the sati vas perforaed, 


10, ror a short history 0{ the practice in different parts 
of Indis, ee PV iene, Jiiktorr.of .iDirassastrs * Vol. 
11 - DBs 880 ff, 


11, tas ed 946, 
18, AeA Mlaxanta tasty, AMSA pe $83, 
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Let us nov see sose of the exeaples. A sati 
stone at sti di in Kearnataxra depicts «a ledy figure 


along with a hero who is arsed vith a bov end arrov., 


Ano ther record fron shirgoa™ in Hangsl taluk 


of Lbharvar distriot records the death of Jane-Nayaka $೦೧ 
of ~erige Nayaks in se fight, The here's tuo vives {sseve 
Nayakiti send ~akeva-Nayexriti also died efter hima, Yet 


15 in ‘iirekrerur taluk of Lharwer 


another record froa Varéha 
district states when “slaye=N&yakxs and another person (nase 
lost) died heroically after killing a tier, the vives of 
the two persons comaitted _abhacasans (seti) vith then end 
that the stone ves set up in their mesory, So fros the 
above records and others, It may be s1ggested that sati 

vas practiced in large scale azong the ‘ayakas snd the 


Jaudas vho vere the doainant warrior class in those p riod, 


iovever, in sone huro=:tones found in Teailnady, 
the represention of lady figires along vith the deceased 
heroes are {ound or instance a bero=stone (witout any 


16 in 


inscription therein) found at “aniyasbadi harm apuri 


13. AMA: ee Vol. IIT = 191011 = hevised by S.Cettar =p.117, 
4, ArEus of 190805], 

15, hid = 608 of 1958-59, 

16. ‘resn discovery nade by the author in bharsepuri d1striet 


113 


distriet depicts a hero fighting vith se tiger. A lady 
with her left hand reised up at elbov is shown standing 
near the hero and thus probably iuplying tliereby that the 
ledy coani tted sati on the funeral pyre of her husband 
(tee plate No. 35) Similar type of hero=stone frous Negu= 
ppatti in Uttangarsai taluk of Darmapuri district also 


depicts «a lady nearby the hero. 7 


As stated earlier that 

in the Saigas literature ve do not get such reference to 

sati custosn, On the other hand that the vidow was subject 

to several restriotions. toon after the death of the ws 
band wosen had their hair on the head resoved, There are 
several references in the Purananiry which shovs the practice 
of widows shaving off their locks of hair probably as a 


sien of mourning. 1 


For instance, a2alli-nagu chieftain 
Ssrivathi was died while recapturing the cettle belonging 
to his village from the enenies., Af ter hearing the nevs, 
his wife discarded all his ornaments and sheved off her 
locks of hair oa the aaa The village people set up a 
hero=stone bearing his nase and schievesents send worshipped 


it vith great veneration, From the above instances fron 


17, h Nagasesy (£4) Dharmapuri <alvettukal = TNSDA 3 of 
1 


18. iran * 85, 250, 290, 


19. Ad hus 861. 
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the teigas literature it say be suggested that sati custos 
ves very rere during the period, however the vidows vere 
subj eoted to certain restrietions, 


LAM + 


the praetice of Polygaay is as 01d as the tine 
of ligveds, :eferences to Polygaay are fairly nuserous in 


ಈ During the subsequent periods 


the Vedic literature 
“{t vas fairly common asong Kings, vho are found it a usual 
‘nstrusent in strengthening their political power by 
contracting nuse«rus but judicious matrimonial alliances", 
Jlowever, sose exeaples cose fros ordinary olssses also, 
Numerous hero=stones and sati stone in Kernataka record such 
instances. #1 Aece Altexar points out that, "the ssin reason 
{for the occasional occurrence of polygaay even ssong ordinary 
classes vas the great anxiety that ves felt for the presers 
vation and continuence of the fasily. For offering the 
prescribed obligations to ancestors as to seeuire their 
continuence in heaven, a son vas absolutely necessary, and 


also society peraitted the husband to take «a second vite, 


£0. ht Altekar = Jha Position. of wonsn in indy 
xiviliasatian * p10. 


1. AKESSOf 19608]; EC. Vol. IIT = Md 103, 
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{it the first one vas barren”, # Available sati stone end 
hero stones show that polygaay vss $0 COSSON among the 
Judes and the Nayares of SoutheIndia, 


AIDNAPINL AND SIKTATL sr vIMENSFQS 9 


Kidnaping and molestation of vwonen folk vas not 
unknown in those tines, for wxaaple s Dhero=stone fron 
T vei in NortheArcot district records the death of 
Kajiman seid to be resident of wikograi, after rescuing 
his elder brother's deughter fron robbers, Thus the above 
inscription throv some light on the social conditions ia 


the region during the period, 
WHO ENUCTED TEL Hh TOES? 


Hero=stones vere generslly raised by the relatives 
of the deceased heroes. In aost of the cases, the hero-stones 
were raised by the deceased varrior's ಸನ್‌ sometimes even 
by their wives? and brothers. tut in certain cases 


village people seea to have erected the hero-stones. #7 


ಪಿ £ Altekar Qn.it pe 108. 


23, AAS 68 0f 1933, 
For such aets see also AiR 1968-69 Introduction, p.9,, 
ASMAR © 1996 «= p88, 

84. AKES53 of 1939-40. | 
Dharuapuri Kalvettukal = TN:DA 1S of 1973; 39 of 19K, 

88, AKL GS oT 1941-42. 


86. ID1d = 469 of 1989-60; Dnaraapuri Kalvettukal « 
THS:DA 474A of 1973. 


87. Hh Nagssany (£4) Checgea Nadukarkal = TNSDA47 end 50 
of 1971, 
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we have also instances of the pp hinself axing 
ಈ 
errengeuents for the erection/nenort als celebrating the 


heroiss of particular soldier who distinguished in var, 


Dei Ren? 


Most of the huro-stones foind in Tamilnegu 
usually depict the heroes vithout any ¢ar2ent on the upper 
part of the body, sarriors soxeti.es used 8 short cloth 
tied round the waist and thus extended only up to the upper? 
half of the thigh. tee plate No, yl It may be suggested 
that sich a type of dress 1s varixusly described in Tenil lites 
as Vatwdjai (6m) yintanani says thet ivan Suds 
was vearing Yatiudali while he was gaging In the recovery 


9f stolen cattle frox the enenies, "However {in sose Cases 


they wore the lover garaent upto the very ankle part. (ee 


Plate No. 28,21) 


Zo. ~Ae NMlakants Sastri = Ine randran \inedos * p. 


2, ಪಡtanani - 466, 
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LADIES DUES 


A few hero=stones (“ee plate Hos: 31) suggest 
that the dress of wosen vas the tine honoured gargs and 
covered the breast vith the boiiee, The aDgarsg are 
seen 10 breeches in all the virakksls, They also seen 


to have left their breast bare, as say be seen fros the 


virexxsls, 


The hero=stone sculptures show that verriors 


nad long heir and arranged {it in s nuaber of vays. 


The soldiers tied ticeir hair ssartly into oh! gnons 
of varnfus snapes. They also knotted it at the back or st 
the side seating «a big chignon (Plate Nos, 90,4857, ೨8) 


~ometinaes soldiers made an elongated Shi gnon 
at the baox, which was slightly raised upwards, instead 
of being placed on the nape. (Pleve ii0 2/i) In soue 


cass a string of beads adorn the -hignona (Plate No. 24 ) 


Conetinaes the heir has been coabed neatly snd 
thus hanging beek vithout resting on the back of the neck 
(Plate No, 33). Plates IL and 42 depiet the oni gnon 
slightly raised upverds in diainisning rolls. Some sculptures 
depict the elon;ated chingnon at the baok, vhich ves slightly 


11S 


raised upvards. A pieceof two or three cloth stripes 
has also basen tied beek at the bottoa of the chignon, 
(Plates a5 end 34 ), 


QHNAMINTS : 


yuiet a few specisens of ornaments have been 


depicted in the hero=stone sculptures, 
&AbSOUNAMNTG : 


Kundala is one of the richest varieties depicted 


in the hero=stones. (Gee Plates 25.4730. 23 24] 
LCALACE 1 


A careful study of the necklaces depicted in 
the sculptures enable us to classify thea into the 
following types. 
(1) Necklace with a string of single or double row of 
beads or pearls worn close to the neck. (Plate Nos, 27 
(2) The second variety is long one and hung dowwards 


upto the chest (Plates 2c 20,೩357) 


ANKLE 
In soae sculptures the heroes are shown as 


wearing anklet. (Plate No. a) It is evident fron tafigen 


119 


vorks that varriors ususlly wore the heroic anrlet called 


0 on which the heroic deeds of the wearer vere 


viraxk ajal” 
inseribed, Asong the leading soldiers including the king 
ani tne cosmanders, the custom was to wear two kinds of 

enklets, one reyreseating the philanthropic traits of the 
véarer snd the other his neroiss or victories as referred 


1a Padizruppathu } ಇದರೆ Kuruntogai”# respectively 


rrom a stidy of .ero=stone sculptires it appears 
tnat most of the soldiers were clean shaven, “oustaches 
also seen to have not very conmon avong the warriors, 
‘iovever, in sone hero=stones belonging to Vijayanagara and 
Nayara periods, soustaches naxe their appearance, ror 
insteanoe( Plate 35S depicts the hero vith a ehort moustache 


with pointed ends trning upvards., 
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The part played by bygone heroes in the forustion 
of Hindu religion oan not be under-estiuated, The ters 
“nero 1s usually applied to one vho stands out fron ssong 
ordinary mortals by his superior quslity or qualities, 
conspicuous bravery or sustsined poverP of endurance being 
the distinguishing features”. 3 Meording to Thonas Carlyle, 
Hero worship is the basic lav, the anchor sheet of all the 
religion of the world, whioh consist in the worship, 1a 
some fora or the other, of G0is, OF Prophets or fn the other 


words, ieroes, 


Hero=vorship was widely {in vogue in India froa 
tine inneaorial. As ve heve already seen that hov the epi 
heroes case to be worshipped as gods. In later period heroes 


like nasa and Arishnse booase the sajor gods in ‘‘indu Pantheon 


33, dJeses Hastings, (Fd) = | 
ithics - Vol. ¥ = pe * 


54, DA Chopra = ‘Larlarle's_jisrasa. and _iero..soraniD ‘<p. 2%. 
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ven sone Vedic gods represent sirits of real persons. 
thus Dr. 5ernet conceives “thst Indre ss sisply a hero in 
the far vay past, very likely be ves once a ohieftain 08 
earth, Ihe story of his greet deeds so fascinsted the 
iaagdnation of men that they worshipped his mesory end st 


last raised his to the renk of a chi ef=g06*. 


“hen ve cometo the ‘efigea period in couth India, 
we Can notice several instances in which heroes vere wore 
snipped «5 ¢90ds by the canon fol“, Luraas says that the 
heroestone will remain under the shade of a cloth shed and 
vill be decorated vith flovers and the feathers of peacock. 5 
lhe owners of the cattle vill worship the hero=stones by 
deooratiny thes vith palayre leaves,” The faet that heros 
stone vas conzidered slsost 8s 10d 1i&« revealed in e poes 
sung bY an unknown poet wherein a pinay (wsician) Ys 
advised to worship the Dero=:ztone while passing by 1t so 
that his vay nay be Cool by getting éhovers. Further 


AllGr Nanmullaiar says that the nouse vife vill worship 


38. ~ysore sazetteer = Vol, IT = Part 1, pp. 9°10, 
36. rad * 24 360, 64, 

37 jnid = 260. 

34 Imig = 106. 
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the hero=stone s0 that she say get nev guests that vill 
glorify her householdship and her husband and the king sey 
get proper foes, $0 that their land may be 0apred, 

kLven leups vere put up in the niche of the hero=stone and 
worship ves offered to the deceased hero by offering toddy, 


and by nurning incense. *° 


of all the reference nothing about bero=stone and 
{ts worship can be sore effective than the vords of «a village 
heroic woman who says that "jadazhan, 2&nan, Judivan end 
Paratal sre the only four castes or races ({udi) and that 
there are no other gods to be praised vith offerings of 
paddy unless it be the stone Cossenorating the hero vho 
{eli in battle while opposing the eneny and hts wnt te-tusked 


41 


elephant”, ere is a clear hint thut somes atleast of the 


deities vorshipped by the comson people hed teir ori gin fn 


tne apotheosis of local neroes.+* 


39. Inia - 206. 
4೩೧ Ahi - 838, 
41. Ibig~- 8, 


42. {A Nilaranda Sastri, Jevalonasnt.of jalision in 
£auth_Jadia - pp. 26-87, 
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Deifiocation of such heroes who saorificed their 
1iives for the noble cause, 1s not uncommon in the other 
parts of the ancient world, ihe F.gyptain Jods vho may be 
celled heroes or bero=¢ods are vithout exception deified 
uen, « nusber of whos lived in the full light of history 
snc whose earthly existence, ve in 508 Cases pOot:ess 
sutnenatie iniications, “or instance, Antinoos, 8 “gyptain 
hero waile sacoozpanyin; the Haperor fadrin on his journey, 
he is seid to heave thrown hi:self into the ile river in 
order that he sight by his own death save his patron frou 
1 mense peril. an the spot where this beroic aot took 
place adrin founded «a city called Antinoopolis and in 
which he introduced a cult in honour of the Jecessed youth, 
as se city hero or acoording to the tgyptain sode of speech 


“8 « city a 


Ia orthy India, the famous od Vithobe of Pandarpir 
hes also had his origin fros the Neroe:tone tradition, Pr, 
4e Ae Ueleury in his recent study shows that Yithobs oP 
Vi thala vas s village hero who fought vith soae cattle 


thi eves snd finally i1fed in the encounter, ifs sons, later 


43, dJenes “Hastings = JnaQite, Vole VI = pp. 651-82, 
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erected 8s stone sonuseat to coasesorste their father's 
death. + In due course the story of Vithoba so fascinated 
the people and finally ¢ot deified by the people. ie 
further points out some sore examples from the tribals 

of Sihar. Shir=-fusar ves also one of the heroes slaughtered 
while proteoting ths cattle fros the enesies “hir-xuar later 
{ot deified by the Ahir tribes of the western ‘inar and 
becaue a Cattle god, to be propitisted for the velfare of 


the buffaloes. +5 


In many parts of Jujarat and Kathiravarp 

also sany village gods orginated frou the heroestone tradition 
To mention a ಷ್‌ turopuro, a villaye god vas generally the 
spirit of some brave ancestor who ‘ied s haroic desth and 

{1s worshipped by his descendents ss s fan'ly god, at his 

birth place as vell as at the s:en of his heroic death, a 


pillar (Paliya) vas erected to nis aenory. 


urinam also steas to have buen a brave Kahatriya 
warrior who died on a battlefield, A tesple vas erected to 
nis sesory. “iailarly Yachnir2, 1s also seic to have been a 


44, GA Deluery = Ine. xult.of _\itiohs = 9.141 ff, 
4s, Inig *- 198 
46, ~t. Ethoven = JQ. (9lk.lois.afl_.Hosbay * pp. 17342, 
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najput hero killed while rescuing the govherds frou @ 
part of free vooters. jie is also considered to be in 
fesily ¢od of the Ahir tribes, eis represented by se 


stone horse, 


It has been slre-dy ssid that hero=stones received 
s regular worship by the Cosson folk by offering incence 
and burning lamps and s!iso today. +? The reniniscent of 
tnis customs vas followed till late period es evidenced fron 
p41 _rapnical records. Thus 8 hero=stone ereeted in honour 
of a hero who had died ia an atteapt of rescuing a wonen 
{roa the robbers, records the provision nade for the 
01 fering of food and flover service to the ie Yo) 
éreat was the importance attaches to the monuments of the 
warriors and people paid regil’'r worship for the propitiation 


of the deceased hero's spirits, 
dV $122 ADAL TEMD TE 


The tradition of worshiping hero=stones hss had 
a continuous history and survived till late tises, In 


later periods erecting texples over the corporal remains 


47. kan 35; Duras 526. 
ಷಷ್ಟ ABM AK 1996 = pೀ ರಿಕ 
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of the dead were noticed. ™is practice is nothing but an 
sspeet of hero worship, It wold not be out of place here 
to vention about Pajlippadai which are sepulohrsl in nature, 
here we may recsll a shrine constructed at roagaissn ArrGr 
for hdja ditys who is described as rong aiaGsanaruthunjina 
{.6. one who died et Tondixan Agrur, perhaps in the course 
ot nis northern NE the teaple of rin jlsvara at 
M%1p341 vas raised in memory of a UhS]s «ing Arinjeya son 
of verentexse by aja -aje 151 Ano ther example of this 
Kind comes {rom the tive of rajendre Chdja T. Ae built 

one Pa}lippadar teaple called Penchavansthevi-vi svirethu 
mahadeve in pajai yoru Penchaven *ahadevi vas one of 


the five qusens of aja iad 


A mesorial shrine ( Joont)D)yom ) vas slso goons 
tructed in sesory of the ianga kY’g -rithivipati T who 
died {in the famous battle at [1 ruppuranb! es. A si‘flar 
hero=stone shrine called jgahohiraydavan is also found at 


49. Archaeological -urvey Annual ~“eyort = Jouthern Circle 
1915=16 * pp. 8s ff, 


80, celele,y Voy, III = Nol, 
81. dell. @ IIT ios, 16 and 16, 
5೬ ANE £7l of 1907. 

83.0 selele Vol. I1 = pee 


8. LT Vec, Pandarathar, ‘Hiatary al _the_ baler. “hajas ‘= 
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Latandalai near Tiruppureabies, This is probably the place 
where the hiro=stone ves erected for the ?allave xing vho 
aied in the battle at Iirupureabi yes wiich took plsce a 
second tise ihe rPaliasva king who “ied there say be 
‘dentified vith koasaiite Thus the role of Pa}jlippadai 
tesples ia the religious history of fouth India can not be 


under estissted, 


iero=sto’.4s vere not only reised for those who 
d1ed {in battlefield or in «a cattle=raid but alao for those 


vho died for certain religious causes, 


nus a2 insoription beloni;ing to the piriod of 
Aa2pavarman car Tiruttani, is engraved above the flgire of 
a person holiing iis severed head by the tuft in his left 
hand, while the ri _ht hins grasps a sword, It reyistere 
a yift of land made by the yrar or iiruvagair to atyai= 
potten for the pious act of cutting off flesh from nine 


parts of his body snd finally his heed ss an offering to 


the ¢0೦ರೆss, ೦1768 


ಶಶಿ : uth Ind{an temple Insoriptions Vol, TTIePart I p.IXVIl, 
‘rou the ‘allgas works urew 265 604 514, It {fs learnt that 
the plsce where the hero=stone erected vas invariebly 
called ss Parandsisi., ‘9, the plece Parandelai where the 
Pa}lippadai teaple erected for the Pallavs «ing is 
51 mificent in thi: context. 


ಕ್ರಿ “ 1, ) of hd Vol, XII he No, 106. 
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Ano ther exazple of this kind 1: sculptural slab 
st “hettitingsl in “hijambaraa taluk of fouth Arcot Mestrict 
belonzing to ChOlse king Aditya IJ. The sculpuires depicted 
on the stone slab represent two persons «ach in the act of 
cutting off his own head held by the tuft in the left handೆ 
» ith sword in the right ೧806.5? ‘uch aoets of heed offering 
are slso noticed st “zshabalipuraim $e the lover rockecut 


cave at ii rieni rapa}}1 and seversl other places. 5 


According to “eis trinivesen that this kind of 
act of head {fering to Jurga by the varriors as a prize 
for the victory vouchsafed by the voddess in S1lanzadikAras 
and these woulé strike as exact sculpvuirsal representation 
of the po«tic descriptions. his «ind of vov vas also taken 
by the warrior class when they desired victory for their 


xing in battles or even in the cattle raiding exped1 tions. 59 


87, !.“-105o0f 194647, 


58. In the back: vall of the -raupadi ‘stha which contains 
tne s0ddess Durga on «a prisssens. Two devotees kneel 
at her feet, one of thea is in the act of cutting his 
"rad as of‘er to goddess. 


89. In the lover cave of Tirichi rappalli, one of the 
devotees {Ys £3own ayplying his sword to his neck, 


6೦ oe fle “riniveasen, ‘kane VT We) ನಿ Aiaxian. as. revealed 

i | ೪ « ppe 89°30 
ior further details about the 31 gnifiloence 0: the beede 
offering to “oddess “orravai see. iT. Yogel's article in 
alletia of the school of riental stiles, Londoa 
V01. Vl PPe SID 
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£ven today in the rural areas of Tamil Nadu, we 
can noti:e poeple worshipping heroe:stones periodically in 
drand aanner. People offer worship to hero=stones whenever 
they badly in need of rain to avert ae Generally the 
village peoplu celebrate annual celebration wich roughly 
falls on the asil sonth of Adi in honour of the neroes 
residing in the hero=stones. The spirits of such heroes 
Came to be regarded in o>irse of tiae as Je'ties by people. 
™nis is perhaps one of the reasons for the plethors of 
m nor ieities worsnipped in villages sie by si'e with 
recog. ised “0.s of ‘iindu Pantheon. Village deities like 
AuLhAYeraD, uoivandi, Sarina Yiran, Irujan,. Yaiiaccan 
etc. sre probably the aJder:: survivals and the later ‘evelop: 
ment of the sucient hero stones. These village deities 
are very popular in the rural :reas of “orth Ar:oty Salen 
sad “berzuyuri districts which are of n«rve centures of 


iero= stones in Ieail ‘iadu. 


61. ‘uring the Seigem period alse such belief vas 
prevalent a:-ong the peopla« Pyuras 263 speeks that 
the hero residing in the hersestone has the pover 
of producing rein, 
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Generslly the hero-stone inseriptions contain 
the nese of the reigning king, his regnal year, territorial 
divisions, the name of the hero and sosetines his father's 
nae, name of the place where the fight took place and the 
¢1ircuastances in which the hero met vith his death ete, 
ilero=s tone, vhioh are abundantly found in every part of 
Tenil Nadu, Aarnateka and Andhrs countries contsin materials, 
whieh if properly utilized, vill yield a good desl of 
interesting and 811d history, The incidental references to 
history, which they contain stringed together properly, they 
can be used to serve the purpose of valuable history, 


heoent discovery of the Mndreds of heroestones 
in North Arcot and Jharsapuri districts of Tanil Nedu by 
the Tanil Nadu ‘tate Departent of /rchaseology reveal 
interesting information relating to Palleves and :anas, 
iePo=s tones belonging to Pallavs rulers like t1ahevishou,5* 


Mehendravaraen pO Narasiahavarsan jo Narasiahavaraan 11 


68. h Hagasaay (1d) = Chancan Yadukarkal = TNSDA 3086 
| of 197). 


of 1971, 


ವ, Ibid hud a6, 68, ಜ್ರ of 1971, 
68, Ibid =~ 34,37 end Toft 1971. 
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67 ban tiveraen ಎಣಿಕೆ 


Keapavarsan”” have been brought light. 


Parenesvareversen, Nandivaraan, 


SINGAVNLSHNU $ 


There is no unaniaity asong soholars about the 
rei going period of the Pallava king “iahavishnyu, Yor 
‘nstance Kens Srinivasan assigned 30 years of reigning 
period to Siahavishnu fron 580-580 ಹ್‌ tinilarly TV. 
Mahalingas fron 546-610, 1, Gopalean frou 575-600. 73 
h recent discovery of « bhero=stonse at Varssifdganallir in 
North Aroot district, deted in the 33rd regnal year of 
~“imhavishnu records the death of the son of Keandaparusa 
¥nedi in a battle vhen Pasirappannan “urattithan ruling 
Thoppuravaspadii, a vassal un:er Viqpannar inveded the land 


ruled by the sons of sen gdireisar, co, {roa the above 


66. ibid = 756 of 1971. 

67. ibid = A8of 197), 

6u& nig - 72of 1971. 

69. Ini4 -46, 47, 56 and 57 of 1971. 

70. Ae érinivesan, ~avs_teanlas.of the Pallavas - p.4. 

7. TV. Mahalingen, Kinshinuraa {in _Yarly South Indian. itso 
pe 34. 


7¢ HK Gopalen, Hiatarr.af ths Pallavas of _{iachni - p.70. 
72. HK Nagaseruy (*d) Chencen Nadukarkal = TNEDiMS30 of 1971, 
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record it may nov be presused that Siabavishnu rei med 
Pros G6. 5 Be569 A ನ್ಗ This goes without saying that the 
reign period of ‘ishavaraan, ‘iahavishnu's father, too 


west undergo antidating. 


AIENDLAVABMAN = 1 : 


There is no disput asong the scholars on the 
fact that Narasiashavarsan I ascended the Pallava throne 
by 630 ibe In the case of “ahendravarnan, like his father 
£1 ahavi snnu, also zany scholars hive proposed various vi evs 
on the reiga period, ror instance X{... crinivasan holds 
that “aheondravarnan ruled for 80 years fron 590650 A, Wu 
while TV. “ehalingss assigned only ¢0 years of rule fron 
810630 A is. 3t frou the recent discovery of « hero 
stone at cs&ttanir (“allikamras) in “hengas taluk of North 
Arcot district It 1s known that “ahendravarsan JT ruled for 
atleast 239 years. :0, 1t wey nov be presuned that he 


% 
cane to the throne by 0, 590 ({4¢, $90629 AL.) 


(. € Minar ah a 
Lallavas * evised Second TITY * p. ರಿ 


75, Aer Srinivasen = Q0.9{t-, D5 
76, IV, Nahalingas ಪಾ A202. Sit ped, 
17 h Nagasey (id) = shensaa_iadukarkkal> TNSUDAS3E of 1968, 


716 c, Minaxrshi = Qna0ik., pe17 also sve A Nilaxante 
Sastri, A iiatorr.of_iousn Indis - Fourth iditionyp. 160. 
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SLiPATILGA VALMAN : 

A hero=stone froa rathavalaa™ {an Tiruttani 
telus belonging to the 4lst regnsal year of Pallavs Nirpetune 
¢avaraen records the nsses of four persons vho fell vhile 
resouing the cattle of Alagasn Ihe latest regnal year of 
this king known frou his reoords discovered so far 1s 26, 
Ihe present record, therefore, extends his reign by fifteen 
yuars. In the light of his high regal year of the king 
the ehronology of the rulers of the later allave dymasty 
may have to be reconsidered, though it mst be adaitted 
that no insoription of the long interval between the 26th 


and the 41st years have s0 far been fond, 
ASAG ) 


A large nuab:r of hero=stones, ass! gneble to 


the 6th and 7th centuries AD. referring a nuaber of [ana 


oniefs have been reported fron the district of ‘orth treo 


and “haraapuri atstrion, #1 


7. ANE 138 of 194344; hl. 105 = pS. 


a, ಹ ¥- (1) « LASS Sadak arial = Ti:DA 63, 
6, ಈ, ರೆ 87 of 197). 


81. hh Hageseay (©) « Ke = INSDA 66 
of 19; belele Vol. VII e No, 381. 
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In this, Banses figure as feidstorios of the Palleves, 
sterting from ‘iuwhavisnni, and are found assisting the 
xings in the vars agsinst their enemies, The “anas 0811 


thesselves as peruapanaraise®* 8೧ RS 
YALRAKEGA VAN ASV RATT FCF LIA NY TN ನ್ಲ 


A fev hero stones belonging to the period of the 
Palleava «ing Kespavarman neve been discovered recently in 
various places like chtanai yanpatt18 and Kite” in 
“hefigan taluk of ‘orth /rcot distriot, In these incePiptions 
certain Vairanejen Vanakovarsi yan has been mentioned as @ 
subordinate of ~ampavaraan, /ccording to the inscriptions 
he vas ruling over Vanakdpadi, 118dupedi, “iledu ete, 
is elso figires in two of the Tiruvorpi yur inscriptions of 


ಕಜೆ 
iparajits, The identification of Vairasegen Yanakovariyan 
{f1giring in the above inscriptions pose certsin difficulties. 
ith regard to the identification of Vairazegan Vanakrovaraiyan, 


mentioned in the Tiruvorriyur records various theories have 


been suggested by scholars, ne of the Iiruvorpiyir 


82 KK, Nagassay (Id) = SDencas “adikarkkal = IDA 77, 86 
8ಗಿರೆ of 1971, 


65, JInig= TNC0AES and 64 of 1971, 
4, jbid* TNEDAS6 of 1971. 

58, Ibid = TNSDA46 snd 47 of 1971, 
16, c<elele Vol, All * Nos, 87 and 33, 


1d 


{nseriptions refer to Vairmegan ss the son of Perunangat 

and the other deseribes hia as the son of Savi Akxan, ‘oth 

the insoriptions are dated in the 4th regnal year of Aparejita. 
hs vairam®gan Vanakdvariyan is called the son of erunangai 

{in ಘ್‌ and that of Casal Axkan in the other and the way 

{in which the lady is introduced in the epiyraphs had prompted 
<hri Me.iie Arishna “astri to putforth « suggestion that the 

two naaes coeuring in two inscriptions as the mother of 
Yairanegan are the naues of one and the sane person Theres 
fore Krishna :astr! sirmises that she ves a 2istress of the 
wing himself and “airasegan ves his son, ‘ie firther states 
that he vas «given the title VanaxOvari yan probsbly b:cause 

he vas incharge of the Hana kingdoa, which was subordinate 

to Pallaves at that se Hovever the governsent epigraphist 
has iJentified ‘“aireanegen Vanakovaraiyan of the ™ruvoryiyir 
records vith «a Pallavs prince Vairemegavarman figiring fn 


the Poyanir record, 


CYA Ahad los ಸಂ.೬7, 


ಆಚ Lhiad hed No. ಆಪಬಿ 
49. AiE 1913 * Pert Il = Para 12 = p90, 


ಅಲ್ಲಿ Selel. Vol. AIT = Nol113., 
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UF Te Ve Mabhalingas on the other hand {identified 
vairam®gan Venakxdvari yan of the “iruvorriyir records with 
a 3ane prince. *1 Thus there is no unaniaity asong scholars 
with regard to the identification of vairamtgen VanakOvarai= 
yan. thri MH. Krishna ~astri's viev seeas to be izprobable 
because there is no epigra.hi:sal evidence to shov that 
vairamaegan Yanskovarailyan vas the son of ‘para'itha. The 
very word Vanakovari yan secas to prove his “ans origin, 
“ore over {in the above reoords he f1 yired only es a sub= 
ordinate to Pallaves, It is more probable that Veirasezan 
VanarSdvari yan of the [iruvorriyur inscriptions of Aparajita 
vas 8 “ans prince (as suggested by .r.T.V. Mahalingas) and 
he may be jientified with Vairamcgan YanakOverai yen figiring 


in the “heigaa hero stones of .s3peavaruan. 
4 Lm SANS ALT LY Teh tusl sli Tale 


The hero stone inscription records the death of 


a “vali Vanarsys aliss Kudiparitandiskamsntr of Adayiru 


naqdu, residing, in Igajnaraisaigalss in «e cattle reid 


91, TN, MNahalingan = RaQ ite pe 16. 


92. AE 168 of 1921. 
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The usvalivinarays figuring in the above 


inscription has been fientified vith .‘Sna wing Vi jaysditya 


Il. 


The record 1s dated in taka 6:2, 1.6. 910 A. S9 


- 0 
{it was slso taken that VS jayaiitya IT died in 910 A’, 


‘nis 1:‘entification seeas to be iaprobable because, thers 


{1s no epi¢raphical evidence to the erection of hero=stone 


in Taail Hadu in mesory of «a king who died in a sere cattle 


raid caapai ins, surther it s«ems doubtful whether the king 


niaselt undertook the cattle raid against his weiss. 


<0, Mavalivanarays can not be identified vith “ana king 


Vijayaiitya I1, but only vith soa: “ana chieftain whose 


ijieotity is not estadlished {or the present, 


೪5, 


Journal of vriental “esearch = 19:1 * p.208, 


t ಸಿ 


Vy ialaabal, 4 ; 
Allahabad + 1978 = p51. 


jowvever ‘n Caigas literature it is learnt that the 
ceniefs, theazelves involved in the cattle ra‘'ding 
Gampaigns = Puran = 260, 265, 270, 


138 


From the foregoing discussion it is clear 
that honouring the deceased heroes by ereeting stone 
monuments vas videly practised throughout the country 
in different periods by different social groups. The 
earliest historical evidence for the erection of semorial 
stones in nonour of the deceased heroes dates back to the 
early centuries of the vhnristian era, Chhaya stazUhas 
recovered from Nayarjunaronia excavations in Andhra 
pradesh constitute an invaluable source for the history 
of memorial pillars, perhaps one of the earliest sources 


s0 {ar as .-oith India is concerned. 


Teail literature especially the taliges 
anthologies sipjly us a first hand inforsaation on ‘eros 
stones. faiigas piriod 1s consideréd to be the heroic 
age of the Taails, Hero=stones are probably the out of 
that age. Perhaps no other literature gives such elaborste 


accounts on ‘leroestones as {fn Tolkappian, 


hegarding the distribution pattern of hero: tones 
in Taail Nadu, it is clear tbat heave high concentration oa 
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on the Yortb kestern portions of Taail Nadu, Aecent 
discovery of buodreds of hero=stones in North Arcot 
and Lharmapuri districts highlights this point, 


Hero=stones vere reise for various causes, 
Sues literature spear about hero=stones raised in 
senory of the fallen heroes vho died while redeening 
their cattle fros the enemies, It is quiet interesting 
to note here that ao:t of the hero~ston¢es discovered in 
Tamil Nadu reveal the death of heroes in cattle rsiding 
caapaigns. Only a fev instances reveal the death of 
heroes in battle field and border disputes. ee slso Come 
across exanples of heroes dying white savin; the wonen 
folk frow robbers, ‘iero=stones were not only raided for 
husan beings alone but slso for beasts like dogs. So 
{ros the above evidences it may be suiggestei that any 
person or besst who have done seritorious and heroic 
act received great reverence snd people did not forget 


to honour thes by erecting memorials, 


“ar scenes and many types of veapons which vere 
actuslly current in warfare in those days can be known from 
the study of hero=stone sculptures, A rich variety of 
veapons like swords, dagaers, battle-axes, different kinds 


of shields heave been depicted in the hero=stones., 
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The soldiers believed that if they sacrificed 
their lives for noble caise, they vill enjoy hesvenly 
pleasures in Paradise. This idea is reflected in s nuaber 
of hero=stones in which the depiction of heroes enjoying 
the coapany of heavenly danusels have been portrayed. 

Grants vere lavishly sade to the Jepenients of the deceased 
heroes. The state was ready to forego all its iaposts on 
such grants, Sivane, i:‘adtakodagi, Aialnad, Balgaleu, 
Torupatti, “allipajyi are soe of the technical expressions 
found in hero=stone inscriptions, for such grants sade in 
favour of the deceased heross by the village a:sesblies, 


texple authorities and kings. 


Hero=stones throw sose light on the social 
condi tions of the p:riod in which they vere erected, 
Social institutions like ati, Polygey etc, cen be known 
froa the study of hero=stones, Itis evident from sone 
h:Fo=stones that i:rahains were also took part in battle 
and sacrificed their lives, Thus the above fact suggests 
that casteisa vas not s0 regid in those days and people 


vere allowed to take part in whatever profession they liked, 


The part played by gone heroes in the formation 
8 religion can not be underestinated, According to 


Thosas Carlyle, liero worship is the basio lew, the ancto? 
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sheet of all religions of the world, Deification of 
heroes vho sacrificed their for good owise is not une 
cosamoa in Indie and elsewhere. South Indian village gods 
like Authuviran, Karippen, Irulan eto. are probably the 
modern survivals and the later development of the ancient 


nero= 58t0n68. 


In the politiosl sphere also hero-stones have 
contributed in their own way. i‘ecsnt discovery of «a nusberp 
of hero=stones belonging to the Pallava rilers is worth 


sewtion in this connection, 


Thas the hero=evorship vas one of the common 
features of all the ancient civilizations, The heroes vho 
dedicated their lives for a noble saise were coanemorated 
by memorial menonuaents, ‘ven to-day the continuity of 
this tradition may be observed in all communities, The 
great leaders of the nations and the great eaancipators 
of humanity are revered with awe and wonder, Thefrbirth 
days and desth anniversaries are observed by the people 
with pomp and glory, In one sense, the contribution of 
neroes to social life carried history forward vith a dynaaic 
force, Thus this cultural traiition of worshipping heroes 
tArou gh their spirits is extensively prevalent in South 
India, as part and parsel of ‘sigan heritage. 
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sos NATL BALDING IMC WIN.TLDLA 


iven the ‘nglish word ‘Fee’ is derived fron 
the :axon (Old Eaglish) FEOH aeens cattle, the 2sin fore 
and means of payuaent. In Letin also, a siailar developuaent 
o0ceurs PICUNIA money derived froa PitTb means cattle, (See 
tdwin Red Ford, Jn. 2oin a phrase, p:€es not nusbered,' I¢ 
{1s «a vell=knovn fact that the cattle forms the chief property 
of the majority of the people in the ancient period, “The 
grovth of private ownership”, vrites Jeorge Thoason, “derived 
a powerful iswpetus fros the doa:stication of cattle. Same 
is perishable and land is iamovable, but wealth in the foru 
of cattle is dursble and essy to stesl or to exchange, 
being necessary nonadie, pastoral tribes sere quick to 
increase their vealth by cattle raids and war} and since 
varfare, which had grown out of hunting, vas vaged by the 
men, it reinforced the tendency already inherent in pastoral 
society, for veslth to accusulate in their hands. Constantly 
on the move, these tribulent tribes plunder one district 
after arother”, 


1. SN. Bhattacharya.  faglans_ludian_ltuala and thsir 
afaial. contents = Delhi 1975 = p.28. 
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In ancient Indies the ohief wealth even of kings 
consisted ia their nuzerous nerds of cattle. “any bloody 
battles vere fought for the sexe of Cattle vealth in ancient 
Inais. Jn h1gveds there are oiserous references for suoh 
cattle rds to common vere such cattle raids that the 
word ‘yjavisti' indicating ‘battle for Cattle’ came to 
denote any Conflict or battle.” The charaoter of Indra, 
as depicted in the ni gveda, 1s that of an unscrupulous ver 
leader of the pastoral people, sn ideal king of later tines, 
plundering one district efter another for the sake of cattle 
vealth,* Prof. ec. Sharus has drawn the attention that 
cuttle vas synonynous with wealth in Vedic society, that 
the kin; was essentially s protector of cattle and not of 
land and thet conzeqently it vas cattle which foraed s soul 
of intertribal confl1ot.® 


The cattle residing is not soacthing native to 
India alone, It was widely practised throughout the world 


in different periods. ror instance, cattle raiding 1s 


£, hj gv eda -e I= 10, 6=10; 3. 16; 3.83], 4-13; ಡಿಕ 914; 6, 6೦. 
1=3 ete, 


3 hte iharne = 


ಈ pe 183. 
4, NN, Bhattecharya = Qn.Sit., pes 
8 nt. tharns, “Forss of property in the Sarly portions 
of the hig Veda". Lroceedincs. of. the. Indian ifstory 
tonersss = 1973 
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also one of the frequent incidents of Irish heroie poetry.* 
truce Lincoln, in s recent study of the subjeot, iives 
various exazples of cattle residing wyths from the ‘frican, 
‘esithic and ‘ndo* ropean 11 BRA Nestor's cattle 
raid in the Iliad and the theft of Helio's cattle in 
odessey say be quoted ss velleknown exasples fros the 


ur eek side, $ 


Indeed, cattle=lifting is also one of the 
populer thenes adopted ina the early Tenil literatire, The 
frequent occurrences of such cattle raids in South India 
hss alnost created « literetire of its own, ani the bards 
and the ¢raszsrians have elevated sich practices into se 
s0ience and have given us the ‘podus oneraadii'. The 
cattle raiding hss been variously desoribed in various 
11 terary works, ror instance, in Jolkaonviss {t ic stated 
that it is the king who sent his venguards to capytire the 
cattle of his enenies sterting «a major war or befors inveding 


9 
the nei ghbouring country. The later work Syurabnporyl 


6, NX. Chadviok., death of Literature - Sanbridege 
'Iniversity Press = 1 = p91. 


17, AS, Narayanan, "Cattle aiders of the Cefigea Age” 
paper reed in the 58th session of the 
sQn4Leas held at Lnubenesvar = 1977 = p15, 

ಟ್ರ hid = p 16. 


9. Jnlkannias * rurattiasi < 2, 
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Yaobasalai draphically describes the process involved 
before starting 8s ver >efore the war starts, the king 
used to send his army to capture the cattle froua the 
enemnie's couatry, Vetci (Ixora Coocinia) flover <arlénds 
vere especially associated with cattle raiding and vere 
to be worn on such occasions and they bear a profusion of 
f lovers, sonaetises of dazzling brightness and of a deep 
scarlet Due and these were probably intended to strike 


norror into the eyes of the opposing enesi es. 


refore the Vegci soliiers go for an expedition, 
they will drink toddy and they even consult astrologers 
for g00d omens, The raiders vill also send forward trusty 
spS8es to sssertain the precise position of the zerds and 
the nusber of warriors t) whoa they belong. [hen the 


raiders surrounded their eneuies and si¢e7e the whole herds. 


"nis stage is known as Yatcinnadalas. 


Following stage is known as iarantainoadalaa 


in which the enemies way make attempts to rescue oF 
recayture the lost cattle and repel the raiders, Juiring 


this o0casion Karantai flower (a species of Sasil) ves 


10. puraeporul Yeobanilai - Stanza = 6, 
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likewise to be worn by the invading soldiers, Thus 
Lurannorulveabaaalai describes the nature of cattle 

raiding in a picturesque sanner, Itis evideat frou 

Ak ananligu that lifting of cattle will take place during 

the dawn 1.«e. in the early hours of morning and the rescuing 
attespt during the night tinge, 11 The soldiers who Conducted 
the raid in JYatcinnadialas are known as JYatal varriors 

and those in Sarantai as \arantai warriors. “hey are also 


knovn as Hejevar snd [naruksoslar respectively, ೫ 


Next to Tolkappiaa and Purapporulvenbanlsti, 
Pugananlipu and Arananligpu contain many reference to such 
cattle raids, ere it sesas thet cattle raiding Ys 
celebrated as a grand theae, Many poess in Aksnanliru and 
Rurananiru speak only about hero=stones raised in serory 
of great warriors who lost their lives while recapturing 


14 


tre lost cattle fros the enexies"” and not for Vepci 


warriors, Farunkathai ೩ಗರೆ Viracho]i yan! also speak 


11. Sas 131 ?, 6747, 
18, hid ls 209, 289 4 46, 
13. Zupas : 257, 256, 459, 250, 261, 26೪, 263, 264, 26 


Man - 97, 105, 309, 356, 372 etd. 


14, Aka ‘+ 131, 67 179, 269 to. 
Puram : 260, 261, 269, 264, 265. 


15, perudkathai = 1: 52: 26-27, 
16. Porutnadalas - 15. 
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ebout hero=stones raised in memory of Vepoi and Karantai 
varriors respectively. Apart froa the above nentioned 
11terature, Villiputurar ina his work, Mahabharata sentions 
sbout cattle rasiding It is interesting here to note thet 
he closely folloved the sase anoient convention of fafigan 
11 terature as wearing Vejci garland while capturing the 


cattle and “arantali carland while recaptiring the cattle 


f rou the us 


It way nov be considered tne hero=stones and 
their inscriptions found in Tanil Nadu and try to reconcile 
the subject vith those of Sagas literature, Most of the 
hero stones record the death of heroes in the course of 
vaxpai ms for captiring or recapturing the cattle froa the 
eneaies, “any hero stone inscriptions aention the nanes of 
the raiders sni also the nanses of the rescuers. Terus 
like Torukondapothu and ropuaitta;othu are frequently 


referred to in the hero=stone inseriptions.™ ~acently 


17, VeMAe Jopalakrishna “achari‘s Commentary = pp. 10°=108, 
ls. Jharmapuri Kalvettukal = INcDA= 80 of 1972; S of 197; 


18 of 19M. 
19. = THLOA = 40 of 197%; ls of 1073; 56, 71, W, 82 
of 10M eto. 5, 15, ©, 40 of 1972, 72, 7 of 19%. 


Toru scans = cattle, Sondapotha mcans while captirinag 
Similarly, Torusitapothu means while redeesing the 
lost cattle. 
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discovered hero=stones in Tail Hadu speak sbout hero=stones 
raised i0 meaory of both Vefci and Sarantai varriors, 

Sut Axenanliru and Pursnedigu spear about hero=stones 

raised in seuory of the heroes who died while redeesing 

the captured cattle froa the eeaies. In Saigon 

113 terature the tera Asal denotes the fight in connestion 
with cattle 1ifting. #* It 1s noteworthy bere that the 


very vord oglisal also occurs with the sase seaning in hero 
23 


stone insoriptions, 


It is not known {if cattle lifting ves one of 
the reasons {or the outebreak of hostilities or it vas 
the first phase of the war? According to JolkAoniss Yt 
is the king who sent his ‘/anguards ೬ Ccaptire the cattle 
of hi: eneay king before starting a sajor war or invading 
the nei ghbouring country, Aut frou the coanentary of 


Ilampurenar, it is learnt that there vas another school. 


20. ibid. 
Aan : ಕ iS1, 173, 269 eto. 
Cutan : 250, ಖೆ, 23, 264, 265 ಅಲಂ. 


22 Tol. Purat = 3:5 
Buran *- 260 : 18. 


23. Chenges Sedukarkal = Tiv-A = 86 of 1971. 
24. Tol. rurat = §, 
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Pannirupodalas which adzits cattle raids by the varriors 
even without the knovled ge of the king. S50, it {is sore 
probable that any individual warrior Can Capture the cattle 


froma the eneaies sand tims display their valour, 


As said earlier that in Tolkappiaw cattle 
raid was employed ss a conventionslised signal for ware 
fare. Sut Purenanigu and Akanenaniru and other Carigas 
anthologies do not sees to attest the presence of cattle 
raiis as a prelude to regilar warfare, The frequent 
oceurrences tnat are found in the PT literature prove 
that such an act probably, was an act of aerior class 
(Hagavss) who treated cattle as wealth and food not as 
sacred eninals, Tous ost of the cettlesraids seen to 
have been euployed tnere ss 8s source of accumulating 
wealth and slso a source of livelihood. Hu De Narayanan 
in his recent study on the subject stress this point saying 
that, “the cattle raids were not usually the warning step 


or initial stage of agyressive silitary enterprise by one 


೬8, Tol. Purat 2, Ilaspuranar, 


25, Axen = 209 natrates how the ‘efci warriors sacrificed 
a fat cow to the JSoddess by sprinkling its blood end 
finelly ate its flesh vith great joy. ere its stands 
wi th great contrast to Tolkapiar's Atantoabel 1.€, 

Cow proteetion, Further it 1s also evident froa 
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xing against another or the pious act of planned cow 
proteetion", re firther adds thet, “the collective 
tಂತಬೆಣಂಗ೧್ರy ೦? the tegen poets would suggest on the other 
hand that we have tin this prectice a spontaneous expression 
of «reed and Jlavlessness in a rural society whieh counted 
wealth in terms of cattle but lacked the machinery for 
maintaining lav and order provided by the strong sera of 

the seta Further it is stated that Vetoi and Karantet 
do not ic any va) naterially supplement the other themes 

of Puram divisions naaely Vanci (E#& ) denoting 
‘offensive action or invasion’, Kanoi (r&b ) denoting 
‘def ence’, noo0i (rss ) denoting "defence of one's 
fortress against seize} Jlinai (Zié5ns) signifying 
‘attack: or seize of the fort; wnmpai (Bc) ) denoting 


‘active varfare’', and Vaksai (DAnws) weaning ‘“ictory in 


battle’, 


The cattle=rising and Jjairly forming vere very 


1 aportant to agriciltire in ancient soceity. In those 


27, “vce Narayanan = ARALAiTe Pee 


<a. &. Cingarav8lu. cocial Life of the Tanils = The 
classical period = pe1i5s 
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days each village ssintained one or more Gouamunal 
covherds t> the GCoamon pastire. Sesides the cattle 
owned by the Pessantry, there vere large herds belonging 
to professional herdsaen vho led «a seai=nomadic life, 
tuey used to shift their herds from village to village, 
feeding the soil with fresh manure in exchange for 
specified quantities of food grains, Tims cattle vwerlth 
wes a source of people's iste ut it vas an 
object of temptations for the neighbouring villages, so 
people in order to acquire cattle weelth raided sich 
covw=herds. These raids accospanicd by violence, pillage 
and blood=shed were common oceurrence juiged by the 


number of hero=stones found scattered all over ‘:outh India, 


29. Bven to-dsey the {iurunabas, the professional herdmen, 
used to shift their herds (Mostly sheep and goats) 
fros village to village feeding the fields with 
{fresh manure in exchanye for money and food grain, 
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LUOEMALSNAMLELOE HOLA ACLA TE CRAUM HLS TINE 
ANSCLTETLONC SF QINL_IN LAST SALT 


NAME 
Atk antheikxOdg an 
Alpuli Tiruvaen 
injadageandaparai yan 
Anpeaan 
RQpi Jat pperuaa]} 
Arai yaku $1 
Avudai=Kavundan 
Pan 
"Yan 
rrunai ya Nekkendr 
ip avayen 
Gan gaediyerai yan 
Iriaen shi 


I thagpiasramen 


33 


14 


py 7: ತ 7 [ 
kh} 4, 


CN, THSDA : sS of 1971, 


#:6 309 of 1904), 


Ait SOL of 1M 0A], 


Dee IN&LA 1 19 of 1972, 


DKe TNSDAs 10 of 1973, 


DKe TNEDA: 26 of 1972, 


Dee TicUA s U2 of 1974, 


Cette TNCLA t 96 of 1971, 


1X. @ll of 1910, 


AvE 116 of 194142, 


{BE 1564 of 192], 


Lee TNCLA s lI of 1971, 


ನರಕ ಢಿತಿಳವಗಿ 
“alinap 
Kaliasran 
Kalitugan “ukkan 
Ka}jan Tha}ea 
ami yaththalasen 
Kegiaathan 
Kapp ai yan 
ಂ್ಗಧaಡ8ran 
Aaracht ark an 
“ar! pperuaen 
Karunthevexiu atti 
Xathavas3ttan 
Katbthai yan 
{atten ennsr 
avaradi Nayiletti Keuban 


Xavi thi Vadukan 


$4 


$4 


ಗ್ಯ 


we ಸ 
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MibA 8 S50 of 1971, 


AHR 68 of 19533, 


CeNs TicLA 4 72 of 1971. 


kt $1 of 19353, 


CN 


He 


GCeN 1 


De 8 


TNL: CA 2 


9. 


TSCA s 16 of 1972, 


TASDA 4 36 of 1971, 


Tic DA 


TNC UA 


TICLA 


Told 


TN. LA 


TNA 


INSLA 


162 of 19H, 


6ಕ of 19K. 


46 of 1971, 


58 of 1971, 


59 of 1971, 


62 of 1971, 


79 of 1971. 


೭0೦ ಅಂ? 197, 


154 


igadk an 1s Deis TNDA: Slof 1978. 
Xorradai $$ Dei et IMoDA! G3 of 1972. 
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Korravigarz “uaranar $1 CSeNs TiLDAS 34 of 1971. 
xadal “aegirkren 14 DS ss TNCLAS 15 of 1973, 
unfaxk apy1 yer 11 CN s TNEDA 4 33 of 1971. 
Kunrax atti 1: CN s TADLiA1 660? 1971, 
Malanidar Modappen 10 CoN TODA 47of 197. 
“agikkadiyansr st OAs TiICLAs 14 of 1972. 


Henikulen -ingaperusan ¥' hi £186 of 1923, 


“aran $$ ek a TNA: 4 of 1972. 
Sark adalan $$ veN $s TNGHA 69 of 1971 
“asinayukk aner $1 Lek $4 TNSDA s 40 of 1972, 
ಸಂಡ81iyen $1 “e Ni INSDA 1 45 of 1971, 
dan +1 ces INEDAS 80 of 197. 
uk aiyea $3 LK INGOA: 6 of 1972. 


Nu thi yappOvantr $8 eX 4 TREDA 4 7l of 1974. 
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Muthu grasp 11 CN s TNSDAsS 85 of 197). 
4u thu pull $1 CoN: INiLAs 8S of 1971, 


“tk asen galekkavithika] 1 Dis TNSDAS 12 of 19723. 
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Naathi 11 CN TiSDA1 35 of 1968 
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